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THESE PEOPLE ARE A SOURCE OF
INSPIRATION, EXEMPLARY CITIZENS
AND TIRELESS FIGHTERS



Epp Ulnwhnwguwup wju bwfuwahdn, skhup
£ ywpnn ywwnyGpwgutl, np Lujwuinwuntd
nGnh yntubuw Rwy jw hGnwihnfuntpjntu:
2018-h wnwohu wUhuutpp 2wwn puydnn
Ehu, Uwfuypu h2fuwuntentuuGpp gunwd

Epu yGpwpunwnpniejwl, husu £ wytih En
uwhuwlwthwybint hpwywww2unwwuutph,
wynhy huwnltph U (pugnpnnlitph
anpontutnientup UGp Gpypnud: NpwGu
h2uwuntentuutph Yynnuhg nwpputpny
hGinwwunynn hpwywwwunuywl
gwlywguw untnot| Uh hwppwy, nhntn
Jjintu hpwyuwwuw2nwwuutpp Yjunutu hptug
uywundwdp Aupnwdutnh, ppuntentuutnn
dwuhU: Lwppwy, np hwdwiu hupu s&u
ntutGgg...

Uwywju h uyypwub skhup bwuwwntut)
Uhwju ndgnht ndjwnpntpejntuutnhg, 4hpwn
hwywnwyp gwuywlnwd Ehup gniyg iy,
nn suwjwo pwydwpehy duzndutppu,
uwwnUw|hputphU Nt ppuntejnUUGRHU

When we envisaged this project, we would

not have imagined that Armenia will undergo

a Velvet Revolution. The first months of 2018
were very depressing; the former authorities
were going to reproduction, which would
further restrict the activities of human rights
defenders, activists and journalists in our
country more strictly. As a human rights activist
persecuted for years by the authorities, | wanted
to create a platform where other human rights
activists would speak about pressure and
violence against them. Platform that | often
haven’t had ...

However, we did not initially plan to complain
of difficulty, but just the opposite, we wanted to
show that, despite the many pressures, threats,

wwjpwnnn wuhwwnutpp 2uwpntbwynd Gu
wutb| wju, hushu wuytndnptu hwywuinnid Gu:
AUznWUGPhU nhdwnnGny Upwp nwnat;

EU wlwwpunt h: L6Ug winwbtu £ npn2tghup
wuydwut| JU&n wju bwuwaghdp: Utp
ynnigwyhgutphg wuntpp funtuwhnd Gu
hnpGup hpGug wuywut| wuwwnpwnGih, uwyuju
Upwlp nw hptug anpdny GU wwwgnigt|: Uju
dwpnhy ngtausdwl wnpjnip Gu, ophuwytin
pwnuwpuwghutn b wuuyntu Jwpunphyutn:

UGLup wnwudbwgnt| Gup punwdtup

20 wuwwpwnGhutph, uwyuwju,
pwnGpwiunwpwn, Lwjwunwund Upwlg
pPhypn 2wwn wytipu L Un wuhwwnutph
uGpyuwnientup UGn Yynnehu vty hnwwwnpnd
E, nn UGUp t| Uh op yniubLwlup wjuwhuh
wGwnntentu b hwuwpwyntejntlu, nninkn
JwnnU huywwtu pwpapwaoniu wpdtp t,
Upw wpdwluwwwwnyntentup hwpaywo t,
hpwyniuplbnp ww2nuwuwuyws:

and violence, struggling individuals keep on
doing what they really believe in. By resisting
pressure, they have become invincible. That's
how we decided to call this project. Many of
our interlocutors avoid saying that they are
invincible while talking about themselves, but
they have proven it by their work. These people
are a source of inspiration, exemplary citizens,
and tireless fighters.

We have separated only 20 invincible ones,
but fortunately, their number is much higher
in Armenia. The presence of these individuals
among us assures that one day we will have

a state and society where a person is truly the
highest value, that his/her dignity is respected
and his/her rights are protected.
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«Bu Uluh pwswwunpjwul U, wwypnd Gu
Zwjwunwund, dwpn 6d: Uwuyntejntuhg
uyuwd sGU ywnpnnuwgb| hwunnipdt
wlwnpnwnpnientup: hPud hwdwp wytih pwnpn
£ nshUs swWUGU NL NG, pwU wut| p: Ophuwy,
Gt wntuuntd GU hus-np wuwpnwpntentu nt
[nnd GU, hGunn hud UGohg Gpywp ynpdGint k,
pwig GG fununwd Gu, wpunwhwjnynid Gu,
wyt|h hwlghuw Gu [hunw: buly husnt ns Gu.
gwulywgwadl £ Ywpnn £ wub|: Bu unwuntd
GJ wd U husp punteintuhg, Gu wwnpnwd Gd
puntpjwl hw2ypu, Gu hwuguunwuntd Gu
puntejwu 2unphpy U hu plwwywhuwwuwywu

wywnhyhyuny Gu wywpwp 6U yGpwnwnpauntd:

Cu uw dwnpnyntejwl hwdwn s6d wunid,
ninnwyh hu ywpwpu Gd ycpuwnwnpaduntd
puntpjwun, npw hwdwnp Gu Ywphp sntubd
JawnyGnt upw hwdwin:

Epp Uwpunngh ynipwynid Ehup, wdBU on
quntJ Ehup GpEfuwjhu hGwn: L<6wnn op En
awlhu, np Uinwdnd Eh hus hnguwd GU,
wjuon squuwid: LGwinn hwuywunwd th, nn
Gt WUEL UGYp Uinwsh wjuop Gu squuwd,
wjuntn dwpn sEp (hup: NLhwuywuntd Gu,
np Gpt WUEU UGLYU wuh htug Gu Ywpnn GU
thinfut], UBUp YhnuBup Uh pwl: Fw)g Grt
pNNNU WuGUp Gu ns Uh pwl s6U upnn
Jinfut|, nipGU LU nghus sGup thnfuh: WuuwnGup
nLnsnus wnwe sh quw: “Fpw hwdwn £ Gu
hu swithny wunwd GU, nppwl uwpnnuuntd
GU: MGnwywl Jwpuphultpu wpntu g|ntju
sGU nuntd UGy hGwn, hhduwywunwd dupnud
GU Upwl, thnpanwd GU wutGgut Upwu, nwd
aphwntu, np yywputuwi:

PpGup hwuywunid BU, np pGy hGun wjn
lGyUny sEU Yuipnn funutiy, Yuipwnbint (Gyyny
s&GU wpnn fjunut|, pty hwughuwn GU pNnUNLU:
Lbwd thnpanid GU pEy Junpywptyt|, hus-

nn «ytnu» gnutu, htwunn s6U guunwd nt
untn [NLpGp GU lwpwonud, L «upwup
apwuwnwytbn Gu, upwlp NninnNpNYwod

GU»: Uwywignigbp, hn Uhwju fjunutiny sh,
wwwgntgtbp, nn AGp wuwop dhpwn L:

Epp gunwd Gu nt inBulnid Gu puntejwu

wyGpwontpe)ntultpp, hnatwtu |phy
uwwnyntd Gu: lvnupnyh wpagtingh hnnthhg
hGwn, Gpp quwgtb| Ehup Ywdwynpubpny
ypwyp hwuggqubint, Gpynt on Gu uywnywod
Eh, nwwnwny th, thhnpantd Eh hwugquunwlwil:
Epp qunwd thup wuwnwnutph Unuhpnphug
wutG|nt, yinpwod dwntpp np hwyntd-
dhpuntd Ehup, wjupwl Eutpahw tn
tnwuntd, np Jh pwuh op sth Yuupnnwunw
nizph qu|: Unwhup nGuptpnid ninnuiyh
nuwuwwnyu yGpgunid U, gunwd GU puntejwu
JGo dwpnyntejntuphg htnnt ypwuh Uuto
hwuguunwuntd 6U ntunp EuEpahwiny htwn
G qwiphu: WLwtu np pwjwlup gt Gd, np
Uh intnhg yGpgunid 6U, hGuinn UGY wj| inbn
nuntd GU: 26U wpnn wut, et hus Junpnn

E (hUG|, np Gu huA hwdwpGu ywpunyuwo:

Bu uwwiut hplutip sniubd: Gu ghwntd, nn

Gu sBU Gunnn (phy fuunhputpn (niot, hu
wnpwadutpp hhnpphy Ywehutn Gu, nn hGunn
gnigt uh wybh uGd pwuh ytGpwoytu:
Twpwnnientuu Y hup wiu, np Lwjwunwuntd
hwUupwnpnntUwptnntejwl wwwndwnny
wjuu wwnGnt inkn sdbw, Gpp wdBu hus
pniuwynpywd Y huh, Gu yhwdwptbd, np
wjuntn Gu wwnpwnyb| GU nuyquwd J&Yy wy|
Enyhp ntunyup wjuntn yuutd: Uju ywhpu
huAuhg wywwnybint Uhwy tnnwpptpwylu pud
dhyhywuwbu nsuswgutbiu £ [huGNt, wjjwwbu
Gu 2wpntbwyGnt GJ wut] wju, hus wund
GuU»:




ANI KHACHATRYAN

environmental activist

| SIMPLY RECOVER
MY DEBT TO NATURE




“I'am Ani, | live in Armenia and | am a human.

Since childhood | have been like this, | could not

tolerate injustice. It’s more difficult for me to do
nothing and keep silent, than to do something.
For example, when | see something unfair, and
keep silent, this idea will bother me for a long
time until | speak it aloud, and calm down.

So why not me? Anyone can do it. For example,

as | get everything from nature, | live on the
account of nature, | have my rest thanks to
nature, for me environment protection is

like recovering a debt. | mean | do it not for
humanity of course it sounds not good, but |
simply recover my debt to nature, that is why |
do not need someone to pay me for that.
When we were in Mashtots Park (every day

| went there with my child), there were days
when | felt tired and did not want to go, but
then | understood, that if every day everyone
thinks he or she may not come, there will be
no one there. Then you realise that if each of us
thinks that he or she can change something,
he or she will really do, but if we think we can
change nothing, we will have what we have,
and nothing will change to something better.
That is why | do my best, that is the answer to
the question why me. Our state authorities do
not already want to deal with us, they suppress
and threaten such people whom they think
they can.

When they threaten you and you ignore them,
they understand that they cannot threaten you,
you are not afraid of them, they realise they
cannot bribe you, and leave you alone. After
this they try to mire you, and when understand
they cannot, they begin to spread false
information about you.

For example when they start calling you a
“grant-eater”, and declare that your actions
are directed from somewhere above. But this

is not fair to speak such serious things just in
the air. One should prove whatever he or she
says. Prove that whatever you say corresponds
to reality. Especially when you go and see these
destructions in the nature, you feel spiritual
exhaustion.

After the fire in Khosrov Reserve, when we,
several volunteers, went to extinguish the fire,
two days | felt exhausted and empty, trying to
recover this emptiness.

When we went to exercise a monitoring in the
forest, we counted the cut trees and fixed them.
This process takes your energy away. And again
you need several days to recover your energy.

In such situations | get tired, but | found the
way to recover myself, | take my backpack,

go somewhere in the nature, far away from
people, and have a rest in a temp for couple of
days. In such a way | relax and come back filled
with new energy. | may say | found balance.

| take something and then put another thing
on its place. Now | feel it is time to have a rest. |
cannot actually say when | can consider myself
defeated. | do not have any expectations. | do
not plan what to do next.

| know | cannot solve all the problems. My
actions are drops in the ocean, which may
further become something. | will consider
myself defeated when there will not be a place
to live in Armenia anymore because of mining
problems. When everything is already polluted
| will consider myself defeated and | may leave
for another country to begin my activities
elsewhere.

If one wants to get rid of me, he or she will
have to get rid of me physically. Otherwise | will
continue doing what | do.”



..l

3

=15 Y s
N \ "\ NS
=Y 7 A ~ \\

_

\\ \ hl. LY

e

)3

~t? |

QEdnNrag uudursuy
wipnpy pun

SNNDIOT0

C2 LEALN
G2 LULUO
U338 1EM2

U BL,
hU BL,

rU U3%

caunaueru Ny
JLUONLErC
JrSdnrU gL



«Gu dunpg Uwpwpjwll 6U: Y GU. sahintd
nug Ywnth EuGpywjwlw: Npn2utpp Uby
wudwunwd GU wyinhy huwnutp, npnutpu
wujwunwd GU pwnwpwywu anpdhsutn,
Lwifuyhu ntahdh uGpywjwgnighsubpp Uty
wunwd Ehu nwywdwuutn juwd wdtbwywn
hu)Gn:

Zhdw sahntd nug UEpYwjwlwd: dwnnig

E wpn&U wynhy nwwnnd GU: Yupsnd

GU nw puwywl hnatyhdwy £, Gpp dwpnp
inGulntd £, np hp hwdwp wpdtbp ntlutgnn
GpuntpUENp nunUwhwnynid Gu, uyuntd

E wjn Gpunyputnph hwdwn wwjpwnt|
npwup ninuwhwnpnnutGnph nGU: Uwnpnnt
hpwyntuputnp, dnnny pnwywnntejntup,
wGwnnte|ntup, wyanp, wju Gpunyputnu

hud hwdwn wndtp Gu, nhnup wnuyuwylu

20 lnwph ninbwhwnpynwd Ehu nGohdh
ynnuhg: By wuhpwdtunntp)ntu ywn wjn
wndGputpp ww2wnuwwutine: duynwdutn
tnG( GU, uyuyt| £ wjuwbu uyyphg thnpatg
GU hwdnyb| nnipu gw| Wwjpwnhg, htunn
Ywpwnb|, hGinn uwwnuw|, hGunn uwwnuui
puinwupph wunwdutphu, hwonpn 26pwnp
w2fuwwnwuphg hGnwgnwdu Ep, hGwnn hd nGd
Jdwhwthnpdu tn, huy ytpohu gnpdnnntejntuu
hu ywiwuwynpndUu En: Phwpyt, wjn wdtgu
husp uywut h Ep: NpnyhBunlu Gu ghwinth, et
nhdwghuu ny £: Nt pwlh np uwwuth En,
Enpwl UGS wyntgnip)ntu sh nlutgt|: Yepohu
wugwd, Epp hud Wwwndwiunig tnwnwu,

nw wj $npdwwn tn, ninnuyh yuwwindwfugny
EhU AUpnd: Mwuinhdp ytGpowlwnig htunn
Unphg wwuwndwiuntg Lpwlwytghu W
dninnwynpwuwtu Uh wdhu Gu gnuytgh
wwindwifugntd, npuintin yuwjdwuutnp
dwpnywjhu stu:

TMwwndwunigp gunuynid £ hnnhg wyth
gwon Yhuwlyninuwyhu hwppwynid,
npuntn 2GUph Ynyninpu jgynud En- funig:
tugntd, puwn Entejwl, syuwjhu hhahGUwjh
Wwjdwuubp npwtu wjnwhuhu: Sy jui
wuwnwaowjnwd thnpantd £hu hua auzt|
wn Gnwuwyny: Lwupntejwl dupUuwu
nwy, hwunwpwuutGnhu dupdwu tnwy
syuwpnnuguw, unhwyywd hud nnipu
PENEYhU Wwwndwiughg: Epp np nnt
wwjpwnntd Gu Uph wdpnne wytwnntejwl,

Uh wupnne wygh hpwyniplibnh ntzwhh
hwdwpn, Uninhjwghwu 2wwn pwpdn

E: ©4 wyjuntn £ wyn hupuwynhniejwu
uwwinpwunwywdnipntup, Gpp np nnt
ahwinbu 2w pwnanp wndtph hwdwn Gu
auntd npn2wyh ynhnnnientubtpn: Lwuntu
wjn Uwwwnwyh et Gu, pt hu puytputnp,
hwdwfunhUtpp Uh2un wywunpwuwn Gup

ENnG| punhniw Upusl Yjwupny hwwnntgtbi:
Tpw hwdwnp wytih thnpp yhonwdutpp

JGy hwdwnp wyth hGawn Ehu [hunud,
onphUwly wywwnnipjwl yhenip Yud
uwwnuwhputphu nhdwnntp ud
dwhwthnpadtnphu nhdwuwip: Bt nnt
ujwwinpwuwn Gu punhniw Upusl Yjwupny
wwjpwnnp, wujw wuwywwnntpjwdp
wuwjpwntu wydth htaw £ Fntghwnbu, np pn
wnou annd Yw wubnt: FnLghwntu, np wjn
annpdh hwdwp Gu duzynd U wtunp £ duzytbu:

Fninp nGohdutph cwJdwuwyutpnid
hGnwihnuwywuutGnphu &U2G| GU, pwluwnyt|
EU: Cwwn nGwptnpnd uwywub) Gu: LGy
hGguntd GU, pty hwjwonwd Gu, pwjg
yGponwd wjn htgunnutpu nt hwjwdnnutpp
wwnunyntd Gu: UGY wunwd GU, np «nnLp
dwywunny hwnpygwontd Gp pGunnupg
wwwinpu»: Gu hwdwawju th wjn unintguwu
htw, pwjg wunwd Eh Gpp np nnthwdwnnptu
hwpwontd Gu dwywwnny wjn pGunnub
wwwinpl, yenghytnon wijn wuwwnp dwp £
tnwnt: Ujupupu nnt hwdpbpntejwdp Gu
hwnend, hwdwnniejwdp Gu hwnentd: b
yGpon dwptg wn wywuwnp, b dGup pninpu
inGulnwd Gup Nu»:




GEVORG SAFARYAN

activist

YOU ARE MOCKED,
PERSECUTED,

BUT AT

THE END

THOSE MOCKERS AND

PERSEC
ARE DE

UTORS

-EATED



“l am Gevorg Safaryan. Who am 1? | do not
know how to introduce myself. Some call us
activists, some call politicians, former regime
officials call us traitors or the worst Armenians.
Now | do not know how to introduce myself. |
have been in the active field for a long time.

| think it is a natural mental state of a person
when he/she sees that phenomena that are
valuable to him/her are being violated, he/she
begins to fight for these phenomena against
those who violate them.

Human rights, democracy, the state, the nation:

these phenomena are of great value for me, for
at least 20 years they have been violated by the
regime. And there was a need to defend those
values.

There were many pressures. It started the
following way - from the very beginning they
began to persuade me to stop fighting, then
they tried to bribe me, then to threaten, then
to threaten my family members, the next

stage was dismissal from work, and then the
assassination attempt on me, the last operation
was my detention. Of course, all that was
expected. Because | knew who stood in front of
me. And as it was expected, it did not have so
much influence.

The last time | was taken to a punishment cell,
it had a different format, and it was simply

punitive. After the end of the sentence, | was
again sentenced to a punishment cell, and for
about a month | was in a punishment cell where
the conditions were not human.

The punishment cell is located below the earth
surface, on a semi-cellar platform and the
sewerage wastewaters of the building are filled
into the cell. In essence, there were no hygiene
conditions in the cell as such. That is to say, they
were trying to suppress in such a way.

But under the pressure from the public, under
the pressure of my attorneys, they were forced
to take me up to the cell.

When you are struggling for the rights and
interests of a whole state, of a whole nation,
your motivation is very high. And here is the
willingness of self-sacrifice, when you know
that you go to certain sacrifices for a very high
value.

|, my friends and supporters have always been
ready to lay down our lives. That's why smaller
concessions - concession of freedom, or
resisting to threats or enduring the assassination
attempts. were easier for us. If you are ready

to lay down your life, struggling by your
unfreedom is easier.

You know that you have a mission. You know
that for that matter you are oppressed and
you must be oppressed. At all times, in all
regimes, the revolutionaries were suppressed
and imprisoned. In many cases, they were
even killed. You are mocked, persecuted, but
at the end those mockers and persecutors are
defeated. We are told: "you run into a brick
wall."

| agreed with that approach but | said that
when you run into a brick wall stubbornly, one
day the wall would eventually crack. I mean
you win it with patience, with persistence.
Finally, we made the wall to crack and we

all seeit.”
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«Gu Upuhut Unwpb|jwul 6U, Jwulwahwnipjwup punwpuwagtbun,
Uhowyguwnu hpwywpwl, dwpnnt hpwyntuputnh thnpdwagbin,
ywnguwgdwl ninpunntd thnpawagtbn U ywwnwuh tnwphphg
w2fuwnphp tnwpptn Gpyputpnud, np pbwyytl 6U, wynpyphun,
hpwywuww2wunwwu: @6 Jwulwaghwnnipjwdp, pwjg bwl hd
hnatyGpunywsopny U yuwuth tnipjudp U uwl ypentejwdp

Gu s6U Yuwpnnwgt| Gpptp wunwpptp |hut nput inGuwy
wlwpnwnntejwu uywwndwdp: @6 hpp dwpn, pwnuwpwgh, pw)g
uwl hpp Jwubwagbwun, Gu nput wnntn s6U thnpdt| wpdwwnutbp
96|, Pwphy Ywd dul ywd Udphyw. nput inbn, np puwyyt| Gu,
sGU wpdwuwinutp npt, nnnyhGunl vhpwn dinwot GU, np wyhwunh
Jwpnnwuwu hd hwjpGuppntd puwynte)ntu hwutinwnti:

“thw hwdwp hd wdpnno utpnpnwdp, Get Ywptih £ wub],
hJwgntentuutnp, Yjwuph, wju tuGpahwih W wdtu husny Gu
1999-hg uyuwd wyinhynptu ubpnpt BU UGN hwjwunwujwl
hpwywuntejwl Ute:

Utn pwnwpwghntpjwu hhuptpp bW wpdwwutbpp (wy wGwnp tp nutp
L uGpntun ywwnpwuwnt: Uupunhwwn hwpguwynpnygutpny wywn
funupu GU thnpdt| husGgut|: Uywwn funupu husGgutinig hGunn Uhawn
EnG| GU hwpywdutn: 6 Gu tnwpptp Autpny nhdwnptb| GU, guwgt|
GU nuinhywunte|ntu, hwjg Gd uGpywjwgnt|, thnpat Gd hpwywywu
wwjpwnny, pwjg ndpwunwpwn win pninp gnpotpp Ynoyyey Gu,
thwyyt Gu: Fpwlpg hGunn 2w ywnpy wyghw tn, Get ywptih

E wub| wyghw. Epuwup Lwupwwtunniejwl Lpuuwpwynud
wwnpywuwtu 2uinpywu dunw b (nnuwigw U buintgh snpwbiwint:

Aunhywuutpp Uninbgwl, np wyhwh quwu, Gu £ wuwgh. «Optupu
wutp, np GupwnyYLU: Bus opbup GU fuwfuint|: Quptghu,
AGnptnu AGnuw?npw tghlu W Gpyweh ypw buntgphu: Eptp dwuJ
hwUpwjhU Yunnwnwuputph 6U Gupwnyytl wpup trwy, guytnh Ute:
Gy npwlhg ng Uh Uhowdwnnuejniu ¢h GnG| ng Uh Ynnuhg, npuytuyh
JunpnnwlwU hud wjn ypdwyhg hwut|: L6wnn £ hud Unphg twnpt|
GU wuophtwywu auny, wnuwugb| U W wnwnt| GU hngbpnidwnpwu,
Lnipwpw2GUh hngGpnidwpwu U GEpGp dwd wjuwnkn £ AGnptnu,
nunpbnu uwwwd Yuininwlgltnh GU Gupwpyt) Ywlw)p sGontd

U tnwlgntd Ehu, huy innuidwpnhy bwjnid b hwényp thu

utnwilinid: Swnpywlh nbwphg htin 2w hutnwly £p Jwpnhy

un hnwnntentu sgniguwptptghu, 2wwn phs, hwwnniyGuwn:

Fuw)g Gu 2wpnibwynd GU hd wywwn junupu, hu wywjpwnu, funupny,
pWw|g Gpptp pnuntpjwUp: Bu Bnt| U npwGu pnuntpjwl ynh,
unndnn, pwjg Gpptp pnuntejwup pnuntejwdp s6U wywnwufuwUG):
Nhwnh wyth hynp |hutu, nphnghBunl 2wwn ingbin, yenunnun b
wndwlwwwwnyntejwu hwpywony pwutn Ywnpnn Gu |hub):

Su 2w ndywn wjn wdtlu husp tnwpw, pwjg hGunn wyth Gu
hynpwunid, hwulywlnid Gp, U wjn hynpwliwinig htwnn hpup
wnnElU intnh Gu tLwhu: Bu hud 2wwn wpdwuwuwwwnpy, hynn,
huwwpwn dwpn GJ ghunwygnud: hua pyntd £, np npuk dwhyuwluwgnt
¢h wpnn pla ynuintp»:
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ARMINEH ARAKELIAN

Human rights defender

| THINK NO MORTAL
CAN BREAK ME EVER



“I am Armineh Arakelian. | am a political scientist, an international
lawyer, a human rights expert, an expert on development by profession
and also an activist and a human rights defender in various countries

in the world where | have resided from my early youth upwards.
Neither my profession, nor my mentality, nature nor my education
allowed me to be indifferent to any kind of injustice. Both as a person,
a citizen, and also as a specialist, | did not try to put down roots in Paris
or Geneva or Africa or anywhere else | lived in; because | have always
thought | should be able to settle in my homeland.

That is why | have actively funneled all my knowledge, life, and energy
into our Armenian reality since 1999. We needed to well develop the
bases and roots of our active citizenship and build a generation. I've
regularly tried to make my free speech audible through interviews.
There have always been strokes after | have made my free speech. |
have resisted in different ways, | have tried to do everything in legal
form, | went to the police, filed legal actions, tried to make my civic
struggle legal, but, unfortunately, all these legal cases were terminated
and closed.

After that, it was a very simple civic action, if one can call it an action.

| just entered into the fountain in the Republic Square in Yerevan and
swam, then sat down to dry. The policemen came and said | should
leave the fountain. | answered them: “Mention the law in order | could
obey it. What law did | break?” They did not mention the law, they
handcuffed me and made me sit on the water pipes and electric cables
within the fountain. For three hours | have been subjected to public
tortures and degrading treatments in the sun, in pain and also with
elements of sexual harassment. And there was no interference on
either sides to get me out of that situation. Then they took me again
illegally, they abducted me and took to Nubarashen psychiatric clinic.

With my hands and feet fastened | was tortured for three hours;
women were beating and torturing me and men were watching and
enjoying the scene. After the incident of the fountain it was very clear
that people did not show signs of solidarity, much less, with a few
exceptions. But | continue my free speech, my struggle just with words,
but never with violence. | was a victim of violence, | suffered from
violence but never replied the violence with violence. You have to be
more powerful, because you have to face things that are very ugly, dirty
and trampling one’s dignity. It was very difficult for me to overcome all
these, but after you overcome injustices you are subject, you become
more powerful, you know, and your power makes others give in.

| realise myself as a very dignified, powerful and proud human. | think
no mortal can break me ever.”
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«Gu dwpnabu Swuwwnhl GU Zwjwutnwlh
ZwlupwwGwnnipjwl pwnwpwgh: tw wdBuwywpunp
ywpgqwyphdwyu k, np Gu ntutd: 2006 pywywunu, Gpp np
«hdwhsdBUwn» nwzhupp wn, Ywpgwfunup hGunbywiu tn.
Lwjwunuwuh Lwupwwtnniejuwl wwwaowl ywfugwo £ Jey
Jwnnntg, W wjn UGy dwpnp nnt Gu: Gu hwdwwnnd GU. win
JGY Jwpnp Gu 6U: B wnwtu hwywwnwgt| 6d 2005-2006
pywywuutphg: Epp Jwpwunh 1-hg hGunn Gu pwbnnd Eh U
JGY tnwph hGun nnipu th GYUGL, £jntuhuwhb ynnnuwind £
wnweohl opp, wnknjwy skh hus £ wntnh niuEunid, punwdtup
ywuqlwod thup, 2upddwl hwdwfunhubph hGwn jununtd Ehup,
JEY £ inGuwi, np nunhywuutpp plwugnd wpwd pujntd Gu
wnuwe U Jwnpnywug ppnid-nwund Gu: Bu, plwywlwpwn,
Uwhwuonnp skh b ng £ punhwpynnu th: B wywdw wjnwbtu
uinwagytyg, np Gu Wwnytgh atnuhlu: rw wnwonhu nbuypl

Ep: Pwnwpwghwywl wywjpwnnid 2wwn pwl Gu unynpt GU
Quinpnthh @nuwnwlgjwuhg:

2016 pywywunu, Gpp Lntpwpw2GU ppEWYWnwnNnWywu
hhulwnpynid £h, 2w nwdwl En: Gu Yupnn GU wub| win Uh
pwpwpen Uh pwluh tnnwnh hud dGpwgnptg: tw wpunwphuhg
sh Gpund, pwjg wjlwhup ybpe £, np Gpyun dwdwuwy £
wGwnp, nn wwwphuyh: huad Yuunwluplutbnh Gu Gupwnytb, U
Gu s6J wdwsnid wub|, np Uh wwh fugh nninp pwgytg, U Gu
nntpu uGnybgh U yuwjwuwydwiph dhowlgpnid ninnwyhnptu
gtunuh ypw unnuny guntd th, pwuh np sth Yuwpnn nunph
Jpw ywlugut|: tw ywpunye|ntu En, Gu punnitutgh, np
wjnuntn win dwnpnhy hud yupnnugwu ynunptGi: Su hhond
GU LGjjw 3ntunwuh pwntpp hua nwpantghu qwnnteh
n2h, htwnmbwpwn ng Uh hwywyunte|ntu sntubd, np

Gu wuwwpwnt h GU: Uwywiu hEunnwnuwna hwjwgpny

Epp Lwjnwd GU, Unyuhuy Lnipwpw2tunid wugywgnwo

hu ontnp sth guwuywluw thnfut] wpunwuwhdwunid
wlglywgpwo tnnwphutphu hGwn: Uw hJdu £ Uw wju inBnu L,
npwntn Gu wwunywund GU, b yupdnd GU, np UGowantju
Gpowuyntejntu £ bwl, Gpp nnt ygnd Gu, np wwwnywuntd
Gu Uh inntnh W ywunpwuwn Gu uyhpwptbnt wdBU hus: Fw
swihwywlg pwuly yagwgnnntentu £: 26U pwgwnnid, np Gu
ELh wyghwlGn wutd, ninnwyh uw wju hzfuwlntentuu E,
nph Auwynpdwl Ut Gu dwulbwygt| GU, weowygntpe)ntu GU
gnigwpbpt U hua Yuywunyws stu ygnid hd yundhpp
Npwywl ywd pwgwuwywl gnyg nuwy:

Epp wbwp [hup, hhwpyt, ynpuunptd bwl hu puwguiuwyw
JGpwptbnpdntupp: 26U ywponwd, nn Ywnpnn £ wjbwhuh
hpwyhdadwy (UG, np Gu hEunwnuwnpa wutd hd pw)Gnphg:
Lwpnn £ hpwyphdwyhg Ywiugwd dtpennutpnu [hutu wybin
Jenu ywd wytih 4nawn, pwig std wywunytpwgunid, np
hGunwnwna pwj| uwutu»:
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VARDGES GASPARI

Human rights defender

| BELIEVE | AM
THAT PERSON



"l am Vardges Gaspari, citizen of the Republic of Armenia that is the
most important state | do have. In 2006 when the "Impeachment”
alliance was, the slogan was the following: "Our future depends

on one person, and this person is you." | believe | am that person.

| have been believing that idea since 2005-2006. After 1st of
March 2008, after one year of imprisonment | was in the Northern
Avenue and was not aware what was going on there, the people
were standing there and talking, | began talking to the supporters of
the movement and suddenly saw how the policemen were walking
forward and "baying” the people by holding each other arm in arm.
Naturally | planned neither to retreat nor to collide with them. So, |
automatically lied down on the ground. This was the first time.

Many nuances of civil struggle | learnt from Zaruhi Postanjyan.

In 2016 when | was in Nubarashen [Penitentiary Institution], it was
very hard; | can say that one week put several years on me. What
happened to me was indescribable cruel.

No one can see my wound from outside, but it is too deep and needs
much time to be healed. | was tortured in Nubarashen. | am not
ashamed of saying that for a moment the door of my cell opened
and | threw myself out. | threw myself out of the cell and began
barely crawling along the corridor of the detention facility; | was
crawling, because | could not stand on my feet because of many kicks
| had got.

This was a throw-down, and nothing else. | accepted my defeat.
People there could break my resistance. | always remember Leyla
Yunus's words: "I was turned into prison dust.”

So I'm not pretending to be invincible. When | retrospect, | would
not even change the days spent in Nubarashen to the years | lived
abroad.

This is mine. This is the place which | belong to. And | think for every
person it is the greatest happiness when you feel you belong to a
certain place and you are ready to sacrifice everything. It is quite a
great and precious feeling.

| do not exclude | will make an action again. The issue is now simply
the following - this is the authority, in the formation of which |

also took part, | gave support to it, and | do not think | will ever be
constrained to express my positive or negative opinion.

| do not feel myself tense; if necessary | will express also my negative
attitude. | do not think there will ever be a situation that will make me
do a step back.

Maybe depending on a situation my methods will be mild or tough,
but | don't think | will ever take a step back.”
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«Bu Uuh Lwynpowljwll U, Ywwwlhg GU:
Uh2wun JGp tnwlp Get hus-np pwl hu niywony
sh BnG| nL Gu &h2win GU GG, pwpapwawjutiny:
Epp twup pwpapwdwjunwd Gu nLdunnutpn £
wuntd GU nnt 8hpwn Gu, whunh (nénd unwliw
wju hwngp, wpntu Gpp hwjwnuynd Gu UGo
Uhowduwpnid, ophuwy hwdwjuwnpwuntd,
nLnGywup Ywd ntywnnpp Uh pwl ufuwi £
wuntd, pn hpwyntupuGpp nuinbwhwnpnud &,

ELh pwpapwadwijunid Gu: NLhwulwgw, np

Gt Gu tnwup jubnhp nUGd, (nwdynud &, JGn
Epyhpu £ £ Uh UGS inntu, nL wjuwintn £ ytwnp

E pwpapwawjutd, nt wGwp Enwdnd utnwuw
wjn hwnpgp: Uwjpu uyypnd nGd En, np Gu
hGnwthnfuwyuwu gniygbphu dwuliwygtbd,

wuni £n Jwuliwyghn, pujg Uh gh2tnh
Spwuupwih hpwwwpwynid, vh dwuliwyghn
wjlu gnigtphu, npuntn punwdtup 5-6 hnagh
Ywil: UjuhlgU nyntd En, np Jwulwygtd, puw)g
skn nuynd, np Gu wis ph puyutbd, pwjg htunn
hwulwgwy, np Gu UhUlnyuu £, yuwjpwpgint
GU: Swpwunbuwly dupnidutn Yujhu bwl
2nguiywinh Jwnnyuiug Ynndhg, bwl
puyGputphu, hwdwynipubghutphu U9 Ywhu
uwinnhy, NYpGN wunw £hu- winehy tu, hug gnno
ntuh wnohyp gbnuhu wwnyh, dwuwwwnh
thwyh, pwjg nwnpnte|ntu sth nwpaunid: L6Ug
dwdwu £ huad wjuwyhuhUp nwuwmhwpwyt: Pupp
dh2un wunwd £, np Gu pEy hd hwlywnwyu U GU
nuunhwpwytl, np nntUh2wn pwpapwdwjutu,
wwjpwntbu, pwjg nnt wjn wdgu husu hu nGu

Gu ogqunwannontd: hupp hud Uhwn wub £,

nn Gt Uh pwu ufuw| £, nnt wywuwn funuhn,
pwnapwawjuhn: NLhpdw hupp ndgnh &, np

Gu hp nwuwinhpwywoh wtu 6U uinwgyt|: tu
Juwnwh tEh, np Yuinwgyh, npnyhGunl Gt Uh pwl
nwyntd Gu, unwgynid £: Oppuwy, Ywwwunwd
Jh wugwd tinpwbuwnpunp qutpu £hu thnpanwd
pwulywgut], punwutup 5-6 hngny Gpynton
skhup pennunwd, np pwuy ydwntu dwpnhy,
ntinpwuuwnpunh quEpp how: Ujuhupl, hua
dnw ntn hus-nn hhwupwihnte|ntu stn GnG|
ntwyth naunpgwd Eh gunid wwijpwntnt:
CUYENU Ywnn Tnywuywll wuwg, np wbunp &
Jh pwU wutUup, np gnnnynpnhu wpplbwgutup,
nn gniyg tnwup, nn 5-6 hngny Ywnth & hus-

np pwU thnfubup: Zwpgnbg YUuwulwygtu:
Uuwgh hw, uwulwlygtU: 2ghuinth £ hus wEnp
E wltUp: Uh op ywlgbg, wuwg 2ntn wph
OwbGnpw: Guwgh, nGuw ypwuutpny hwyb|

GU, Uhwugwudhg Unw ypwlup Ute: Ujn ywhpu
sUnwodtgh hush hwdwn Gup wunwd, npnyhGunl
wn Wwwdwnutpu wpntu tnwphutp h ytn
ynwnwyyb| Ehu, ghuinthup, 6 hush hwdwn

Gup wunwd, np (wy Gpyhn nluGuwup, unynptlup
Unpdw| yujdwuutp ntubgnn dhowyuwpnid,
ywwnwytpnipntup yGpwlw wiju
dhowyuwpnd, npuintn wudwdp Gu G undnpnud:

N hwuywgw, np Get wJEU UEYp hua Ldwl ybp
yGuw, quw wwjpwnh, wdtu hus yunwagyh:
Uwnpnhy wuntd GU, np whwnh gnnnynipnp
hwdwudpyh, pwig hpGup bunnud Ehu tnwup
nLwnuwonu pwjp sthu wunwd, npnztgh, np Gu
wGwnp £ wjn puwjp wutd nthwuywguw, np 8dhpwn
GU wnG[: Unipubghutphgu 2wwntpp ngunpywo,
inGultiny, nn Gu ninnwyh hus-np dwbwuwwnh
(hwyting upnnugw puwil hnfutiy Gpynpnud,
GYWU Nt Uhwgwl wwjpwnhU: buy husnt ns Gu:
Cet tu | Lwjwunwuh Lwupwwbwnniejwl
unynpwywl pwnwpwgh GU, wjuwntn Gu
puwyyntd, unynpnid U wjuintn nthud nntp sh
quw|hu wn dhowywinp, et ywjdwuutnlu hua
s6U pwdwpuwinnud, husnt swwjpwptyd, np (wy
wwjdwultpnid Gu wwyntd : Bu s6d bwhwlgh:
Uwlwd wunid £ pty hwdwuwnwuhg YhwlGu:
Bu wun GU pnn hwlBU: hua hujwwbu wewnp
sk undnpG Up hwdwuwpuwuntd, npu hUaA hus-
nn pwU sh tnwihu: Gu gunid U hwdwjuwpwu,
ntpunwdtup Uh pwup wnwnpyw &, np unpduig
nuwuwywunnid BU: MwjdwlltGpp 2wwn Juiwn
GU, ahp-apwywunte|ntu syw, pnn hwutu

huad hwdwjuwnpwuhg, Gu ywpunp pwlhg

sGU ypyynid, Uh hwwn nhuynd £, nw £ hua
hwdwp fuunhp ¢£, pwjg thnfuwnBup Gu hd
fundh wnweo wuwny Y putd, ypuwuwd, np Gu
wwjpwnb| GU: Bu tpbwl std GYE undnpBnt
Jh hwdwjuwpwunwd, nn Juwnpa yawntd nt
nshus sunynptd: Uju wywhhu hud hwdwp
wdtlwywpunpp npwbu pwnwpuwgh hu
funupp h2fuwuntpntllGppu hwugubu £, ny

G quuw| hwdwjuwpwu ntuuwnt nwutph,
npnup hua nshus s6U twi hu: Lwdwnpnid 6 hua
wuwwpwnt h wju wnndny, np Gu Uhusl yepo
Uit GU wwjpwinh, onLgt wjn wwjpwnp
shuwnpetU, gnigt wjuwtu unwgyh, np Gu
wwnpunynn nhipu qwd, pwjg Gu quwint GJ
wwjpwnh: @nn yuwnpuytd, hus pwUu nwynwd

E hhwupwinientuutp |hUEU, pw)g Gu sGU
wwwinpwuinynd bwhuwlgt)»:
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ANI HAKOBJANYAN

activist

MAYBE | WILL NOT WIN,
BUT | WILL NOT STOP
STRUGGLING




“l'am Ani, | am from Kapan. When something in
my family was not the way | liked and | was right,

| spoke it out and told my mom what | thought.
When you speak at home and your parents say
yes, you are right, and this problem shall be solved,
you feel self-confident. So when you are in a larger
environment, for example at university, and the
Dean or the Rector does something wrong, violates
your rights, you speak it out. | realised that when
you have a problem at home and it is solved, so the
problems in our country can also be solved as our
country is also a big house and | must speak out
when | have a problem in my big house and this
problem shall also be solved. My mom was against
my participation in these demonstrations. She said:
“Ok, you may take part in it, but you do not need
to spend a night in the French Square. You had
better not to participate in demonstrations where
only five-six people participate.” | mean she was
not against my participation; she just did not want
me to excel. After a while she understood that she
should not interfere, | will struggle anyway.

There were different types of pressure also by my
acquaintances, by the elder ones. Some of my
friends and classmates said: “You are a girl. A girl
should not lie down in the street and close a street.
But | was ignoring their criticism.

»

My mom brought me up like this. She always says
this: “l brought you up in a way on the contrary to
the way | have been brought up, in order you could
speak out, you could struggle, but sometimes you
turn against me.” | mean, she taught me to speak
freely, to speak out if | found something wrong,
and now she was displeased with the way she
brought me up. | was sure the things would play
out that way, because if you want something, it
turns out. For example, once local governors tried
to increase the prices of the transport in Kapan,
and when we, with five-six people, did not allow
the people to pay these high prices for two days,
the prices were off. | mean by that time | had

not had any disappointment yet and | was more
enthusiastic to participate in it.

One of my friends, Karo Ghukasyan, said we
should do something to awaken people, to show
them it is quite possible to change something with
even five-six people. He offered me to take part in

whatever they decided to do and | agreed without
knowing what they were planning to do. And one
day he called me and said | should hurry up to
Opera. | went to Opera and saw they had closed
the street by a tent and | entered into the tent
immediately without thinking why | did it.
Because these reasons were accumulated during
many years and we knew why we did it. We
wanted to have a better country, we wanted to
study at a university with normal conditions, and
we wanted to eliminate the corruption in the
university | studied in. | realised if everyone could
stand and struggle like me, everything was going to
be all right.

| wanted to be an example for people who told
that people had to unite but they did not start the
ball rolling. | decided to be the first and understood
| was right, because many of my classmates got
excited seeing that | could change something in
this country by just closing a street which was

not something impossible. They came and joined
our struggle. But why not me? If | am an ordinary
citizen of the Republic of Armenia, | reside here,
study here and | do not like the atmosphere, the
conditions do not meet my requirements, so why
should not | struggle for living in better conditions.
| will not retreat. My mom told me | am going to
be kicked off the university. | said | was ready to

be kicked off; | really did not need to study at a
university where | get nothing to learn. | attend a
university and there are just a few lecturers who
teach their subjects in a proper way. The conditions
are really awful, there are no books, no literature.
So | am not afraid of being kicked off, | have
nothing to lose. Just a diploma is not a problem for
me. Instead, | will be pure within; | will know | have
struggled. | have not come to Yerevan to study at a
university to which | will pay a fee and get nothing
instead. At the moment, the most important thing
for me, as a citizen, is to make my voice audible for
the authorities and not to attend to lectures which
give me nothing.l consider myself invincible as |
am going to struggle till the end. Maybe | will not
win, maybe | will be the losing side, but | will not
stop struggling. Let me lose, let me face different
disappointments, it does not matter, | will never
retreat.”
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«Gu Uunty Lwjwjwulu GUu: $npn tnwnphphg
GntL GU pdpnuwn, hud unynptgnt Gu, nn
Gt Uh pwlh nyntd Gu hwulb|, wyhwnh
auwu dhus yGpo nLGpptp synuinpytu

ns Un pwlhg: £hdw thnpanwd GU

ypwnyG| pwnwpwywlnipjwdp, wywnny
Jwulwygntpe)ntu ntuGuw| pwnuwpuwywu
Yjwuphu, hus-np thnthnjuntentuutn dwngub:
Uugwo tnwph wnwownnyt| GU npwtu
wwwinagwdwynnph pGyuwont, nlubgt| GU
wnuwohu thnpdu punwpwyuwu nwunntd
nt hwuyuwgtb| 6U, np 2wwn pwltp thnfubnt
Ywphp Yw: Pusnt Gu. et ns Gu, www

ny: hua pyntd £ Gu hd wyuyntejwdp b
hGununnwywuntejwdp ns UGYH sGU yhonwd
nt Gu Yunnn GU: Ntnhn 10 tnwph wnwe
2008 pywywupu, Gu Lwupwwtwunniejuwlu
Zpwwwpwynd hwnwnnt GU wnptG: Ul
dwdwuwy wybh Gphunwuwpn Eh, jwy
sEh hwuywund imuinGuwywu yuwwtnpu
nLwjhwnpgtpp, hud nnip sEp quighu, N
wnwug bwfuwwwjdwuutnh wtwp £
enipphwih htn uwhdwl pwgyp: £<hdw
Yuindhpu Uh phg thnjuyt £, npnyhGunl
JGowght| Gd, wyth 2wwn GU dwunpwgtb|
hwJwlwpahl, hwulwgt| GU nug &

nw w2fuwwnnid: Ujnuntnhg £ uyuyt| hu
wywnhyphydp: bwnpdnwd GU, np wdBU dwpnnt
hwdwp wdGuwphpwn a&upndU wju k&, np hp
nuyGnUGPP thnnngnid tnGulnwd GU Nt wunwd
«ELh Upwnplag bp wuntd, UhUunyuu £ puit
sh thinfuytine: Ujn funuwygntpntuutpu
wjupwl GU Gnnid, np nnt hupn ptuU nyntd
Gu wwjpwnt|, gund Gu gnygtphu, pw)g
dwpnywug yGpwptnpdntupl wjn wdtu husphu
2uwwn pulwnwunwyuwu £ | huntd, nt2wwnBpp
utnynwd Gu npwuhg, uyuntd GU swutb|, np
hnpGup gniygtnph Gu Jwuliwygnid: Shwé t
sk, np pn hwpwywwn dwpnhy wupunhwwn
hhotguntd BU, G nnip wywnhyhuwn Gp,
wupunhwuwn pnnnpntd Gp:

UJBUwUES hGinmwuwunndu hd bywwndwdp
ENnG| & wjlu, np nuinhywuubpp GYwu JEp
unntl, hu pwuywihu hw2hyp htug wjn opp
wnablwthwyytg: bpGup nyntd Ehu hus-
nn Uh pwl wut|, nnwtuyh hhup ntuGuwu
hua Atppwyuw|Gint hwdwn: bd dnuinhy

puytGnutphg UGYHU AGppwywGghlu, hGunn
ubutghu pninppl htpeny aGppwywi Gy,
Jwnwua Ywn, np hua £ YatppwywGu: Bu
qunud Ep g(fuwpyny, thwynw £h ntupu,
pwjg qunid Eh wuwwjdwl gnygtphu,
Unwdnid Eh Gt pnULU £, pw sh (hUh:
Twwnpwuwnynd Ehup, hhnd BU, wijn
onpGphu hwunnty ywntuwyny thup gunid
gnygtphu Ywnsdtiny, np wdtl op Yunnn
EU AGppwlyw|EU: NpwGu pwunwpwywl
wywnhyphuwn JGUp Awfunnndutpp nt
nwwwnutnph thnpa ntuGhup:

Su hupu Uwnwontd Eh, np Get wju wugwd £
sunwgyh, Gu wpntu 2wwn Yyhhwupwihytu
wju hpwyhdwyhg, nnnyhtwnl sGu

Yupnn nnt 10 twiph wwjpwnty, ntnshus
sthnfuyh: pw hwdwp UGUp nnn2tghup
nNGPEU wuwd qUwl "Ba-6aHk", wjuhlupl
fuwfuintGny opGupltn, wpwawswih thwyt,
wnwug ywjutuwint, hEug nunhywuutnp
uGpyuinipjwdp: UGUp ghinthup, np

JGy pwuwnwnpytnt Gu, wwwnpuwuwn Ehup
npwl, UGyuhg ns UGY sEn wubGunid: Eet
uwjpwnntd Gu, wyhwh wdpnnop nutu
udwph ypw W ytpe, nnnyhtinl hGun nuwipah
Awlwuwwnh suyhwnh ntuGuwu»:

Ept Uh pwlU wunwd Gu, wyhwnh wubu nntuny,
Juunwh ntuhusu ytpeo: Ppwyuwunid Gu ny
Uh pwuhg sGU wputunwd, Gpup 2uwn phs
pwU yw Yjwupnid, nnhg Gu yywutuwd: Uju
wwjpwnnid Gu wuwwnpwnth B, Get nw hJ
wwjpwnu k, nipGul Gu wuwwpwnth GU:




ANUSH LALAYAN
activist, politician

WE WERE READY
TO BE ARRESTED,
WE WERE AWARE
I'T COULD HAPPEN




“I am Anush Lalayan, I try to deal in politics,
actively participate in political life and make
some changes. Last year | was nominated as a
candidate for deputy. | had my first experience
in the political sphere and learnt that there are
many things to be changed.

Why me? Who else, if not me? | believe that
my activeness and perseverance stands second
to none and | think | can. Precisely ten years
ago, in 2008, | went on a hunger strike in the
Republic Square. At that time | was awhile
younger and did not understand much about
economic affairs, etc. There was an agreement
with the Turks that suggested opening of the
borders, and | did not like the idea that the
borders are going to be open without any
preconditions.

Though now | have changed my opinion a
little, because | have grown up and now |

have got acquainted with that system, with

the way it works. But at that time | went on

a hunger strike and that was the start of my
activity. | think for every person the strongest
and roughest thing is when his/her friends or
acquaintances see him/her in the street and
ask: “Do you stage a demonstration again?
What do you want this time?” or “It’s enough.
It is all the same, you cannot change anything.”
These conversations are so booming that make
you wish to struggle and you go to participate
to demonstrations, but those conversations
and their attitude towards all this has a very
critical character. Many people get offended
and conceal that they are taking partin a
demonstration, because it is not pleasant that
your closest friends remind you all the time that
you are an activist. They say: “Of course you
always complain of something. What are you
complaining of this time?” They say such things
without having a notion of the reasons.

As the strongest “persecution” | can mention
that recently the Police visited my house and
just that day my bank account was blocked in
an incomprehensible manner. It means they
wanted to do something to have grounds to
arrest me.

They arrested one of my close friends and
then arrested everybody in turn. | had the
fear of being arrested, but, anyway, | went to
demonstrations with a cap on my head, with
my face closed. | thought nothing will happen
even if | would be arrested. We were getting
ready.

| remember those days, how we were preparing
our bags thinking that the next day or the

other day we were going to be arrested. As
political activists we already had the experience
of failure, throw-down. Most of us thought

if we fail also this time, we would be very
disappointed from this situation, because that
would be no fair to struggle ten years and
achieve nothing.

So we decided to go “all in”. By violating the
laws, we closed the speedometers just with
the policemen, without having fear that we
could be arrested. | mean all of us were ready
to be arrested, we were aware it could happen.
None of us was afraid of it, we clearly realised
we would be in freedom maximum for a day or
two and that no one will help us when we are
arrested.

When one struggles, he/she has to put
everything on a scale and save his/her fight.
One should have no turning back. Yet in
childhood | was disobedient. | was grown up
in a way that if | want something | should fight
for it till the end and nothing can make me get
disappointed. Anything you do, you should do
hardily and reliant, if you are sure of it, and,

of course, you should keep struggling till the
end. That is why | have no fear about anything.
Actually, there are very few things | can be
afraid of in my life.

| am invincible in this struggle. If this is my
struggle, that means | am invincible.”
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«Bu Uuwnnu hystuynu GU: Bu wju dwpnu
GJ, npp ninnwyph wupunhwuwn thnpanud £
gnpopUpgUENAL Uh Ynndhg Uwulwygty,
Jjntu ynnuhg hnub|, nnnyhtuinl nw hu
wUELwUES Un|nigputphg £ hwuwlwg
hwuwpwywywu gnpdéplupwgutpny:
Zhduwywuntd npwlp hus-np
Uwfuwatnuntentuutp Gu, npnup pnnnpu
EU thnpanwd intn hwugut|: Ypwup ywnptih
£ alwyGpwt npwtu hwuntu unghwwyuwu
wpnwpnejwu pnnnp: Uju ptdwutnp,
npnup hud hGwn phs Ehu wnusynid, Gu
thnpantd Eh 2w sdwubiwiygty, thnpakb| 6u
puunnt| wju ptJwutnp, npnup hud htwn
hunnpnuiygynd BU, npujsuyh nw hup
bwl hd pnnnpnp, nhwyGuyh Gu wuytndnptu
auwd nt funubd npw dwuhU: Bu wpdnid GU,
nn nw hu puinpnuejnilp sE, hlg-np swthny
nntpdhuwgywo gnpdplpwg £, nnnyhtunl
Gu ¢Eh Yupnn 5[ AUGL wjb Jwpnp, npp sh
ywpnn [hUGL wuwnwnpptn, nnnyhGunl Gu
thnpp dwdwlwy yptb| GU Lwjwuwnwuntd
huwyj s hUGINL unnhgUuwU: Ninnwyh hwy
sLNUGLD Yuipnn EU2wiliualtg, np 2wwn Y
nnwjwyuwu ynhyubph cwdwuwy pn
hwuntGuw ywpnn £ |hut wy yepwptpdntup,
pn funuph hwlnGuy «<hw Nt wwny &, nnt
nntu Gu» (Uhusntn Gu nniu k| s6U) ywu
wuntd Gu. «¥nthwy sGu, thwuwnnptBUu nnt sGu

hwuluwunwJ wjuntnh ywunuutpp, npywopn,

dpwyntjen, wpdwuwwwunyntejwu Juwupu
awnuwhwnu £ pty hwdwn wnpwu nidtn
sh»: NLhwuywunwd Gu, np Uh pwl wju

sk Uyypnd sGu hwuywunid, pwjg hGunn
uyunwd Gu hwuywuw: Fwjg Lwjwuwnwun
hwuwpwyntpejwu UG ywu wyantpjwdp

Gynhutp, hnyutn, nlypwhuwghubn, nnwultn:

Epptp hua Unwn hwng sh dwakb|, et

hJ wwjpwnhg np wyg £ 2whbint: Gu
wjuwntn ouydb| G, wjuntn Utdwagt| Gu

Nt uwwinpwuwinynid 6U nGnlu wjuwntn
wwntbl: dwulywgwod pwndntd, npn

hwuntu unghwjwywu wpnwnpntejwu

£, npp Gu inGulnwd BU, np yGwnp £
PunGluyh punwpwywu hpwyhdwyl wil
dhowywpnid, npuintin Gu Gd wwpnid, bwl
hJ wwjpwnu E: Fnuntentu hpduwywuntd
nuinhywuntejwu ynndhg £ GnG: Swulywguwd

hpwyhdwynid, Gpp nnt puyunid Gu dwpnnt
Atnpp, ny ntuph pn hwunbuy h2fuwlnte|ntu nt
wjnpwl £ (wy sh hwuluilnid, et hus whup
wuh wjn h2fuwuntejwl htGwn U pty hGwn, hupp
pnUnip Nl £ gnpdwnnpnd pn nGuy hp wupnng
lwpywontentul nt s puujwnpwnpywontpjntun
(unghwwywl Ywd tUnghnuw) ninnwyh
onin £ inwihu pn nGu: Upnjnp yawgt| GU
fuinpwyuwuntentu. Gpup Uhwju w2 fuwwnuwlpn
JGo GU yawagti| nt npw wywwndwnny snwnpaw
Lpwannn: Fwfuwnu spEptg, Gpynt intn
thnpatigh wifuwwnty, Gpynt intintnhg £

nnipu GYw wpwa, pwuh np hud thnpanwd Ehu
pwguwwnntl, np wju bjnten wytwnp £ wutu, huy
wu UGy ns: UUGLwéwlnp Uh nbwpl tn,
Enp Gunhwywu gjninp bwfuwguwhwywuh
nhuwg gnig Ep wund wwhwlebiny

hinfut| gjntnwwtuinpu: Bu ninnuiyh

uywntl Eh win wyghwl, wuwghU sk, Utlp
Uwfuwgwhwywuh nhdwgh wyghwubpp sGup
Intuwpwunid: bu Yunshpny guuywguwd
QLU-h hwdwp 2w Yupunp wytwnp £

Lhuph UEPYWjwgut] wdBUWwwunGuwut|n
thnppwdwulntejwUu pnnnpp: Uh wdpnng
aJntn GYG-hwutb| Ep bwfuwguwhwywuh
nhuwg, hua wuntd U sk, UEUp nw stUp
[nLuwpwutnt, nnnyhGunl yuyunud &
LUwuwaguwhpu: UnwGu w2fuwwnwuphg nnipu
GUw nLApwlhg hGun sthnpatigh [ pwgnnn
LhUG[: YwuhGjwu Upywu wunwd £n, np
hpwywww2unuwwlu [hut p hngby hdwy E nt
wwnGnt Al Bu hwdwawju s6u, Gu yupdnd
EJ, np ninnwiyh hus-np hpwy hdwyutn Gu
Lhuntd, Gpp UGUR wwnnid Gup suinwstiny
hpwywwjuwzinwwunipjw Yud wwjpuwph
dwupu, pwjg wpnntupnid nuw nununtd £
wuwjpwn: ¥ntnpn2ndutp Gu Ywjwguntd

ng G hwuntu hwuwpwyntejwu, wj|
nnnyhtn wjl Ytnpw stu Yupnn: Wby hydp
JwuGUuwint sk, Gu sGU nwyntd, np wju [ hup
thnpn fudph Jwubwaghwnntentu, npnyhtunl
UGUp inGuwlp, nn 2018 . wwyph-ywjhu
wdhuutphb gpGet pninpp nwpawl
wyinhyhuwn, hpwguywznwuwl, [pugnpnn,
nLnw ptiptg hpwyhawyh thnthinfuniejwip:
Appwl hpwywuwjw2wunuwwuntpntup nunund
EuGn 2nowwyutnh dwubwaghwnnte|ntl,
Wjnpwl pwnwpwghwywu
hwuwpwyntentup pniywund £»:
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ANTON IVCHENKO

activist

AT MY EARLY AGE | BORE
THE STIGMA OF BEING

A NON-ARMENIAN

IN ARMENIA



"l am Anton. | am the person who simply tries
to permanently take part in the processes on
one hand and to follow them on the other
hand, because it is one of my greatest manias -
to understand the processes taking place within
the society. These are mainly initiatives which
try to deliver the protest.

Nearly each of these initiatives can be
formulated as a protest for the sake of social
justice. | tried not to take part in the themes
which had nothing to do with me. | always tried
to find something that concerned me in order
it could be also my protest, in order | could go,
honestly participate and speak out about it.

| do not think it is just my choice, it is somehow
a determinated process, that is to say | could
not be the person who could be indifferent,
because at my early age | bore the stigma of
being a non-Armenian in Armenia.

Being a non-Armenian may mean a situation
when you face a different attitude during
serious boyish fights, your word has a different
impact. They say: "O, of course, you are a
Russian.”l am not even a Russian. They said "You
are not an Armenian, so you do not understand
the rules, procedures, culture, etc. existing in
here. Concepts about dignity are not so strong
for you." And you understand that something is
wrong. At first you do not understand, later you
realise. The Armenian society is the society of
the Republic of Armenia which contains people
of various nationalities, such as Yezidi, Greek,
Ukrainian, and Russian. | have never asked me
which nationality will benefit from my activism.
| was born here grew up here, and yet | am
going to live here. Any movement concerning
common justice, when | see it will make the civil
life and anything in which | am, better, is my
movement.

Actually | faced violence just by the police. But
it is the police; many people may have faced
violence by them, not only the activists.

In any situation when you appear in the hands
of people who have power over you and do
not clearly understand what they are to do with

both the power they have, and with you, they
will apply violence against you. They will direct
all the anger, stress and social or emotional
dissatisfaction they have towards you.

When | try to answer the question have | faced
discrimination as an activist; | will say it was
connected just with my work. | did not succeed
and did not become a journalist. | tried to work
in two places, but | left these places very soon.
Because they explained to me which topic |
should cover and which one | should not.

And the hardest case for me was when a whole
village of Yezidi people gathered in front of
Baghramyan 26, they claimed to change their
Village-governor. | just made a video of that
action, but | was told they did not cover the
actions organised in front of the Presidential
seat.

| think it is very important for any mass media
to present the claim of the most unnoticeable
minority. A whole village came to Yerevan,
and | was told they did not cover it, because
it touched the President. So | left also that
workplace and did not try to become a
journalist ever again. Mika Danielyan told me
that being a human rights defender was a
psychological state, a life-style.

| do not think that way. | think we just face
situations when we live without thinking about
right protection, about struggles, and as a
result it really becomes a struggle.

You make decisions not for the sake of society,
but for the reason you cannot do otherwise.
Activism is not something one should fear from.
| do not want it to be a profession for a small
group of people. Because what happened in
the latest months made everyone an activist,

a human rights defender, a journalist. And it
brought to a change of the situation.

The more it becomes a profession of narrow
framework, the more human rights defense
becomes a professional work, the more the civil
society becomes weaker."
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«Gu Uppenip Uwpntugu 6U, ypwnynd GU
hpwywww2unwwuniejwdp: Lpwnyt|
wutny Uywwnh nUEY, np ns Uhwju ninnuiyh
anpontutntejwl Ywd w2uwnwdwdwuwyhn
JGo dwup inpwdwnpnid Gu hus-hus

pwjlEn Yuwnwnpbntu, wjw dwdwuwy Gu
npwdwnpnud yapntotGint, bwl npnptGint,
dunwdtint hwdwn, et hus pwjtp Yuwnwnpbu:
Qnpdnnnientultpu hupuhu
wwjdwlwynpywod s&U hus-nn

onpwanptpny, PGU 2wwn hwdwiu winwtu

GU Uinwdnid: Opwahnpl hupp gwnwithwin

E, npp AbwyGpwnid Gu b wjn gunwthwnh
hpwywlwgdwl, gunwwnphu ywd

wn bwwunwyhu hwuutint hwdwn

hUus-np pw)|Gp Gu AGnuwnpyntd, npnup
Junnn GU plupwgpnLd | nwgnighy
huwpuwynpntentultn puwuguwhuwjnti:
Ujuplpl uw, puwn Enyejwil, Yuntih &

wub|, hGinwynunwywu w2fuwinwlp t:
LGnwiynuinnipintu, fuunhputph Abwytpwnid,
npnup yGpwptnnid GU htug dwpnnt
hpwyntuputGnh nw2wnhu, ytpwptpnid Gu
gnnnypnwywnntpjwup, yGpwptnpnwd Gu
pwnuwpwghwywl hwuwpwyntejuwup:
NEdhJutpp thnjuynid U,
ywnwyuwnpnientuutpp thnjuynid BU,
wuabwywydtpp thnfuynid Gu, pwjg Gnpp nnt
wupunhwuwn Jvh yphdwyh Jte Gu, npp Ynsynd
E Jwpnnt hpwyntuputph ww2nujwuntejwl
anpontutntentu, wuw nw bwl hGunwnwna
pty Unwin nwunhwpwynd £ npnawyh
dnuinGgndutp, wdpwanpnd £ npnawyh
Unuintgndutp, dnwotiwytnpw:

Ujuwtu sk, nn duynwd Gu wjnuhupu: UBup
sGUp Syt winwhuhu: UGLp k| Bup ntutgt|
JEn $nphwutpp, UGUp L Gup ntubgt Utbn

Unenuejwl htn Yuwwd puydwehy
eGnnientlltn:

Pw)g hd hwdnyuwdp hhulwywl wjn
wynwyp, hhdbwyw wjn 2wndhgn, nnp
dwnnntu hwuatguntd £ ywd pGpnud £
hpuwywujw2inwuwuntejuu nw2w, wnwohu
hGpehU wunwnptn s hUGLU E:

funupp Lwl ghrnwygywd punpniejwu
JwuhU £ sbwjwé hp pninn
dwpunwhpwytbputnphu, nnnyhGunl unyupuy
hug-np fulnhputph dwupu funuip upnn £

hupupU pwywywl yunwluagwynp |hUG|:
WjuhupU spnyunnywd Yuwd spunniuyws
pGUwUEnNY funut|p ywd spunntuywd
Unuintgnutn, guwhwunwywuutp
wnuwhwjntu hupuhU Ywpnn £ et
hwlpwjhu, U et tnwnptp hwppwyutpnd
hwuqbgut| wjuwyhuh Ndtph pwjudw,
wjuwhuph guwhwwnwywuutph, nnnup
hupUhU uwwnuwhp GU hwunhuwuntd:
Alzndutp Uh2win Gu GnG: UnwohU wuguwid,
hhwpyt, 2nwn Ep 2003 pwlywlhl, tpp
apwublUjwyp hpnthtghu: Cun npnud,
agpwutujwyh uywundwdp nuinbdgnte|ntultpn
dh2wn GU GnG: UwwnUuwhputpp Uh2wn Gu
LhuNLU uwywiliG|nt Ywd «dwh» ynsepny:
Thwlp wwppbpwpwn GU GnGl: nLsGu
Jwpnn Ywufuwwntuby, et hus yuwpnn Gu
wut|: dEpohytnon nnt ntubu puinwlhp, nnt
ntuGu Uphowywin, nnt ntubu pwptyuwdutn
Jwd puyGputp b wju: Entl Gu nGwptn, Gpp
unyupuy pwnwpuwghutnpp nhuy s6U wnt
UnuinGlUw| gpwutljwyhu ywd puytputpp stu
hwdwpawyyt| pwput:

Bu hwuywgt| U, nn nw hptug hwdwn
«wuwhny sk»: dupniduGphu nhuywywGint
hwdwnp wytwp £ ng Uh wugwd suwhwuotu
pn nhpptiphg: ®npn-hus bwhwen,
wuywjntuntentup, wujuwnwhntentup

Ywu Yuulywswuwnnieniup pn Uwinph

Yud pn nhppnpnznidUtph yepuwiptnjw,
hwywnwpannutph Unun wudhowuwGu
Jwnwowguh Junwhntejntu, np nnt yunwh
sGu pn uyypntuputph ypw»:




ARTHUR SAKUNTS

President of Helsinki Citizens Association
Vanadzor Office

OUR ACTIONS ARE NOT

CONDITIONED BY SOME PROJECTS,
THOUGH PEOPLE OFTEN THINK SO



“I am Arthur Sakunts, I'm dealing with human
rights. When | say “to deal with” | mean, not
only spend most of your work time on taking
some steps, doing some activities, but also
taking time to analyze, decide, also to think
about what to do.

Because our actions are not conditioned by
some projects, though people often think so.
The project is itself an idea that you formulate
and take some steps to achieve that idea or to
achieve that goal, which may reveal additional
opportunities during the course.

In other words, this is essentially a research job;
research, formulation of issues that relate to
human rights, refer to democracy, refer to civil
society.

The regimes change, governments change,
staffs change, but when you're constantly in a
situation called human rights protection, it also
brings you back some approaches, fixes some
attitudes, mentality.

No one is born like he /she is at the moment.
We are not born like we are today. We also had
our phobias, and we had many drawbacks
related to our education, because education
may not be ideal in anywhere.

But | am convinced that the main impetus,
the main engine, which leads or brings to the
sphere of human rights protection is not to be
indifferent first of all.

It's also about a conscious choice, despite all of
its challenges, because even talking about some
issues can be quite dangerous.

In other words, speaking on unpermitted

or unacceptable subjects, or expressing
unapproved approaches or evaluations, can
lead to a conflict of forces both in public and in
various platforms, which may itself become a
danger.

There were always pressures. For the first time,
of course, it was early, in 2003, when the office
was burned. Moreover, there have always been

harassments against the office. Threats are
always present in our life by calls either “to kill”
or “to cause death”.

They have a regular nature. You cannot predict
what they can do. Finally, you have a family,
you have an environment, you have relatives,
friends, etc. There were cases when even the
citizens did not risk approaching the office or
friends did not dare to salute.

| have realized that this is not so safe for them.
But the human rights community is still quite
strong in Armenia.

To be protected you have to demonstrate
publicity, justification and legitimacy. You
should never take a back step from your
position. A slight retreat, instability, distrusts, or
suspicion to your thoughts or opinions can and
will immediately cause confidence among those
who are against you that you are not sure about
your principles.”
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«Gu Fnphu Unipwyhu 6U: Lepywjwgunid Gd
«Uplgwip» Gynhutph wyquwjht vhwynpnup:
7N nunnguywu tnwnhphg, Gnp Utp utipunh
dwdwlwy utpnpytg «Uwnpnnt hpwyntuputp»
wnwnywu, hud 2wwn nnip Gywy nw,
npnyhGunl wud Bl ptdw 2wwn upunnp Ep hud
hwdwpn ntunpntejntu Ep, bwuypunwd UBUp
sghwntGhup dwpnnt hpwyntupuGnu hus £: YEn
nunnghg Gu nwytgh ypwnyt hwuwpuwyuwywu
pwnwpwywu gnpontubniejwdp: UGY tiwnph
unynptntg hGunn hwdwjuwpwund guwgh
yhuynpwyuwl dwnwjnipjwu: 2huynpuwyuw
oSwnuwintpjwu pupwgpntd wyth Gyw

wju hwdnyuwu, nn ytwp £ ypwnyt
hwuwpwywywu gnpontubnipjwdp, npnyhtbunl
Jwulwynpwwtu Gynhutphu yGpwptnnn
hwngtGph pulwnpynwutGpp, Gynhutph Jwupu
wuwwinytpwgnwutpp hpduwywuntd 2wwn
yGugwnuwjhu Ehu: Bu hupu hud hwdwn

nnn2GL Eh, np wGunp £ JEUp thnpathup
hpwypdwy hnfutl, thnpathup dwpnywlg
gnug ww, Np Eynhlibnp swtnp £ wungugysl
wlwulwuwwhntejwl, wugpwahunntejwu

Nt hGunwdlbwgntejwl htwn: Uju tnwphutnh
nUpwgpnLU Juydwytpwntientup 2uwn
wi2fuwnwilp £ hwugntp wut: Utn
Ywydwytpwntentu dwpnhy GYG| Gu, guwgt)
GU, pwjg wjl qunwthwputpp, np Yuhu Gy
dnuwn, JUwgt| GU, wju, np UBUR jntpwipwils jntpu
Gynhutph nGuwwuutpu Gup JGp 2powwywiuinntd,
JGn puytputph 2powwwiunnid, UGy
Awlwsnnutnh 2powwwiinnid b wju tnenGpnud,
npwntn JGup punhwupwuwtGu (hund Gup:
Lwnonw GU wju wnndny unnwgytig, b dtp
ywydwytpwniejwl pwydwehy wunwdutn
tnwnptp wnenGpnd hweonnnientluGnh GU hwut|
U ywnpnnwgt| GU wytih dhawn uEpywjwguty, G
nyptn GU Gynhutnp:

luunhplutn 2w BU GnG U hwdwjuph ynnuhg,
U hpfuwiliniejntuutph Yynnuhg: Opplwy
Zwjwuwnuwlh h2fuwunteniubltph W Jtp
hwdwjuph hwdwnp wuhwuywuwh En, et Gu
nLhd Uh pwup puytputnu husnt Gup hhdug|
[nwwnywywu Ywp, hwjjwywl, ns Gynhwywu
nLng Gynhutph fuuinhpltph dwupu: Ujn
wnnwny dupnidutp pwwn GU Gnk|, Gnt| Gu
Lwl uywnuwhputn: Opphuwy, wnwehun
JEn [ pwundwywl Ywjpp hpwwwnpwytg 1994
pyuwywlh Jh inGuwujnte, npntn bwfuyhu
Uwfuwagwh Utnd Uwpgujwup (wjn wywhpu

Mw2nwuwunyejwl bwuwnwn) ppGwyuwu
hGnhuwyntentuutnph hGun Unuyyuwind
adwpytnnypeh Ep vwuliwygnid: pGwywu
hGnhuwyntentuutnpu wygniejwdp Gynh thu,

U hEug wn inGuwuniep hpwwwpwytghup,
whwynnp UGé ALznUtp uyutghU $6jupnipny
wUGUwwnwppbp uywnUwhpUtp: Gu ghnth
wn wJdtup npintnhg tp nGywywnpynid:

Uugwl wnpntU hd puinwuphph wunwdJutphu,
uywnuwhputp thu gpnud, gpwnndutph

Ypw bznwd £pl yungu, np hupp Yupnwin,
Ywuwynwd Ehu Nnwuwuwnwuh tnwipptp Gynhutph
hGwn U win hudnpdwghwl ubnwentpywd
UGpYwjwagund Ehu, npwGuyh bpwup £
wjuntbnhg ywugbhu ywd gpthu: NLEh 2w
&uznn pwubp: Fwjg Gu nhdwguw, nL UGup

wn nGuwuntep dhusl yepo ywhtghup:
Upuntpnwinu hpwyhdwy t, Gpptp s6d ywwndby,
PWjg Eynh Ynhuhliwg htn huwyniejniup
ywlgniu b wunwd k. «GhwuntGu, dnwu (Lwfuypu
Nunhjwlwwtwn djwnhuhp Swuwwnpjwup) hd
Gnpwjnuk, huswtu Gu nntupw dwuhl winwhuh
pwl gpnud»:

Eu wpond BU Get nnL npn2t| Gu npuk
anpontubniejwdp ypwnyt], wuww weunp

E ywuwnpwuwn [hubu bwl Aupnidutphu
nhdwyw)Gntu: Su vh2un hud wjn hwpgu 6u
nyBGl. Gt Gu sGU wju fulnph JwuhU funut|nt,
www ny E funutGine: hua hwdwp nw UGeo
hGpnuntentu &, pw)g Gu Ywnpdnid GU, Get
dwpnp wntuunwd £ fuunhn, pwig sh funund win
JwuhU, www bw 2wwn wytih ywuwn £ Jwpynid,
pwU wju dwnpnp, ny fubunhp £ untnonud,
npnyhGunl fuuinhp untnonn dwpnp fulnhn

£ untnond wjupwl dwdwlwy, pwuh ntn
syw nhdwnpnip|niu: buy Gpp nnt sGu dupynid
ywd gniyg sGu tnwihu, nn &upynid Gu, gnigb
JwifuGuntd Bu, gnigt Uinwywuntpntuutp ntutu,
anLgt fjuunhputp Gu wnGuunid pGy hwdwn,
pwig enylstu tnwihu nhdwghuphl hwuywuwiy,
nn hupp Yuwpnnwgt| £ pGy ypw npuk Yepwy
wyntl, npwuny nnt pniwguntd Gu Upwu, Lw
pniywagund £ Aupnwdp: buy GrE wpawagwlupn
Jh phs wjbwhupu Gnwy, np Upwlp hwuywuwu,
nn hptug duzndp inkn £ hwub], nipGuu
AUupnwdU wybh £ UBdwuwint, npnyhGunl
Upwlg bywwnwyp htug nw £, npwtuyh
AUupdwl Uhongny pn yGpwptpdntupp wd pn
dnuinbgnidp hnfubu»:
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BORIS MIURAZI

journalist, president of "Sinjar" National Unity
of Yezidis NGO

IF A PERSON SEES A PROBLEM,
BUT DOES NOT TALK ABOUT IT, SHE
BEHAVES WORSE THAN A PERSON

WHO CREATES A PROBLEM




"l am Boris Murazi. | represent "Sinjar" National
Unity of Yezidis. From the school age, when
the subject of "Human Rights" was introduced
to our generation, | liked that subject because
every topic was very important to me. It was
something new; we did not know what human
rights were before that subject was introduced.
Yet from the school age | wanted to engage in
public political activities. After a year of study at
the university | entered the army to do military
service. During my military service, more and
more | came to the conclusion that | had to
engage in public activities. Because discussions
of issues concerning particularly the Yezidis
were mostly domestic; and the notions about
the Yezidis were the same. | decided for myself
that we should try to change the situation and
try to show people that the Yezidis should not
be associated with cattle breeding, illiteracy and
backwardness.

Over the years, the organization has done a
lot of work. A lot of people entered into and
left our organisation, but the concepts we
had - that each of us is the ambassador to the
Yezidis within our neighbourhood, within the
neighbourhood of those who know us and in

places we generally visit - remained unchanged.

| think we managed it. Many members of our
organisation have succeeded in various places
and have been able to present more accurately
who the Yezidis are. There were many problems
with both the community and the authorities.
For example, for the Armenian authorities and
our community it was not clear why my friends
and me have set up a news website, which was
Armenian, non-Yezidi and did not touch upon
the problems of the Yezidis. In that sense, there
were many pressures, there were also threats.
For example, our news website was the

first which released a video material dating
1994, where former President Serzh Sargsyan
(Minister of Defense at that moment) was
present at a dinner party with criminal
authorities in Moscow.

The criminal authorities were of Yezidi
nationality. We have just released that video,
when terrifying pressures were applied upon
us with many different threats on Facebook. |
knew where it was headed from.

They turned to my family members and wrote
threatening things; they mentioned my wife's
and my friends' names in the comments in
order they could read those threatening. They
got in touch with various Yezidis in Russia,
and misinformed them in order they could
call or write from there; and many other
overwhelming things. But I did it, and we kept
that video material up to the end.

The situation runs to the absurd; | have never
talked about it so far. A Yezidi criminal calls and
say: "You know, Vova (former Head of Police
Vladimir Gasparyan) is my brother, how have
you dared to write such things about him?"

| think if one has decided to engage in any
activity, he/she should be ready to overcome
the possible pressures. | have always asked that
question: "If not me, who else will talk about
any issue?”

| think if a person sees a problem, but does
not talk about it, he/she behaves worse than

a person who creates a problem. Because the
problem creator creates a problem as long as
there is no resistance. If you are oppressed, the
pressure will increase.

But when you are not oppressed or do not show
that you are afraid, maybe you worry, maybe
you see problems for yourself, you do not allow
the others to understand that they have been
able to influence you in any way; you make
them weak and they weak the pressure.

And if your reaction is such that they realise that
their pressure has achieved the goal, then the
pressure will increase. Because their purpose

is to change your attitude or your approach
through pressure.”
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«Gu Ywupt| Pnwllphujwll BU: Bu hua
hhdluwywunwd uGpywjwgund G npwtu
dwpn, npp thnpadntd £ hus-np ogunwiyun
pwutn wub|: Bu dh2win hud hwpg GU tnwhu.
huswBu £ utnwgynid, np Jwpnhly wlnwpptn
GU, wjn UGYU hud hwdwp hwuywlwip st:

Bu s6UJ uupnn ywwnwufuwub] wju hwpghu,
PG husnt Gu wuwnwnpptp s&d, nnnyhGunl nuw
pUwywu-npwdwpwuwywl yhdwy k, nnt sGu
ywnpnn wuwinwnpptp (hut: Gu dhwyp s&d, ny
wluwnwnptn sk:

2017 pywywuhu JGUp Uh hGunhwppphn
hGwnwpllntpe|ntu wnptghup

wwwgntgGnt hwdwn, np nupngutpnid,
Jwlywuwwpunbyutpnd tnboptuutnp
ZwlpwuwGunwywu Yntuwygntpjwu ogunpu
U w2fuwwnnid: tw hpwwwpwyybg, UGo
uywunuwy En, nt nhwuhg hGwnn Gpynt pwi
Gnwy. bwfu hu b uuydwyGpwntejwu

nGU hwjgbp UGpYwjwgnptghl nunwnuwlu
wwhwuot|ny punhwuntp wndwdp hwdwnjw
65 Uph hnU npwd U Gpypnpnp, «Ppwyntup»
PGNRD hpwwwnwytg hu punwuhphu
JGpwptnpnn pwywywupht wuabwywu
puntjeh tnbnGyntejntu, nnp nunhywunte|ntuu
En: Lpwwwpwynhg hbwnn ppGwywu gnpd
hwnpnigytg hptug hpwwwpwydwu ntd,

wn gnpop Uhusl hhdw hwugniguwniddwu
sh hwutl, ns np AGppwywywo st: hus
yGpwptnpnid £ hwjgtppu, www pninpp Gun
YGngntghl hptug hwigtnp:

Ujn dwdwlwy wdtuwdto
hupUwyuwnwhntentuu hud twhu En
hwupwhu uwwnwpndp, UGUp wjuwyhup
hwupwhU uwwnwnpnd Ehup Jw)Gind, np
ahwnwygntd thup, np UGd yunwug Uty sh
uwwnunwd: bpnp, PG Wb hwupntentup,
et hwupntpejwUu tnwnpptp 26pntn UGy
huintuupynptU uwwnwpnud Ehu: Fnnpu
wowygntp|ntu thu wnwownynid, Gpp
wn hwjgtnph vwuhu phudnpdwghwl
hwjwnuph nwpadwy, uh pwluh tnwuljwy
hwutnwpwlltn wnwownytghu wuysdwn
ww2inujuwub], b nw shwgwd wju
hwuwnpwywywu yuydwyGpuwnte)ntuutphu,
npnup wwunpwuwn thu wuydwnp vty

uw2nuwub): Ujuwtu np UGLUp pwdwyuwupu
hupUwyuwnwh Ehup UGy ygntu:
FnUntpjntuutn hu blywwndwdp sGU Gnbi:
Ppwywunid Gu wdpnne hd Yjwuph
nUpWwgpnLU nunhjwuwywu pwdwudntup
nunwJtup 2 wugwd U tnnwnytl, bW nw
Uhopl yhadwywgpuywl wywnhypuinp
hwdwp 2wwn gwon phy L:

Zwuwpwyntpejntut £ wdtu hush nnn2nnp.
GG hUs-nn Gpypnd hwuwpwynte)ntup
hwdwnpntd £, np hwuwpwywywu
JuydwyGpwntentuutpp hwuwwGunwywu
anpontubnipjwdp BU ypwnynd, www wGunp
sk 2w ywpuwlwyl, np <4 nGywywnuGnphu
Jwd wywnhy [pwgpnnutppu, uwywutu,
pwlwn Lunbgutl Ywd ghwwlp pudpwljnte
agtu: Fwjg wju GpyuGpnid, npinkn
hwuwpwyntentup hwuywuntd £, np wju
dwpnhy oanwywnp gnpd Gu wuntd, huy
Zwjwunwund dwpnhy hwuyuwunid G,

nn UGUp ogunwywn annpd Gup wuntd, wjn
hwuwpwyntentuutnnd UES hwzyny
nputhgt yunwua syuw:

WU qunwthwputpp, nphnugny UGup
wnwounpnynud Gup U hnpadnwd Gup
tnwnwob| dnnnypnwduwnnipniu, Jwnpnnt
hpwyntupUG, wjn qunwthwnutnp

wGwnp £ nwpaut] wuwywpwnth: Cwun
inGntpnd nphwup ywpunybl Gu, pwjg gnut
Lwjwunwund UGup wbwnp £ nwpdutup
npwlp wuwwnpuntGh»:
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DANIEL IOANNISYAN

Human rights defender, Program Coordinator
of «Union of Informed Citizens» NGO

| ALWAYS ASK MYSELF

A QUESTION: HOW IT
HAPPENS, WHEN PEOPLE
ARE INDIFFERENT?



"l am Daniel loannisyan. Usually | try to
introduce myself as an NGO person, an NGO
co-coordinator, who tries to do something
useful. I always ask myself a question: "How it
happens, when people are indifferent?” This

is something | cannot understand. | cannot
answer the question why | am not indifferent,
because it's a natural state; it's a natural, logical
state. You cannot be indifferent. | am not the
only one who is not indifferent.

In 2017 we conducted an interesting
investigation, to prove that directors at schools
and kindergartens work in favour of the
Republican Political Party.

This information was further published and
became a great scandal. After that two things
happened: firstly, actions were brought before
the courts against the NGO and me, claiming
totally about AMD 65 000 000, and secondly,
"Iravunk” newspaper published information

of quite personal nature about my family. This
information was only under the possession

of the police. After the publication a criminal
case was filed against those who published this
information, though this case is not yet solved.
Nobody is arrested yet. As for the actions
concerning AMD 65 000 000, those who had
brought them, took them back very soon.

At that moment, the self-confidence | felt was
conditioned by the public support we enjoyed.
The support was so great, that we realised

we were not under a great danger. Because
both the wide range of the public and the
narrow range of the public, various layers of it
supported us intensively by various methods.
Everybody offered their support.

When people got aware of the actions brought
against us, tens of advocates offered to defend
us free of charge. Not counting all those NGOs
which were ready to defense us free of charge.
This is just one example among many others.
The international public supported us, and also
the common public and ordinary citizens who

were more active supported us. So we felt quite
self-confident.

No violence was applied to me formerly.
Actually, during whole my career or more rightly
my life | have been taken to the police station
only twice. And this is a very low number for an
average statistical activist.

Actually it is the society who is to make
decisions upon everything. If in a country the
society considers that the NGOs are engaged
in anti-government activities one should not
get very much surprised that in that country
the heads of the NGOs or active journalists are
murdered, taken to the prison, or are cheated
by being put narcotic substances into their
pockets. But in countries where the society
understands that these people do something
useful, for example in Armenia people
understand that the work we do is useful, you
may not expect a great danger.

The concepts - such as democracy, human
rights - by which we are guided and which

we try to outspread shall be made invincible.

| do not consider them to be invincible at the
moment, because there were many cases where
these concepts got lost. But | think we should
make them invincible at least in Armenia."
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dhwju JGn dinpbnh, qunuwihwnpubph UGy,
wj b hwdwuwpwuwywu tnwpwdpntd,
npntn Auwynpqwod hpu Gpunyputnp,
npnup Juwuntd Gu ntuwunnuGphu nt
nuwuwfunuutphtu, ntnbu wwhwwuyntd Gu:
huA hwdwn wdBuwntpe wynwyn, nph
wwwndwnny bwl Gu LGpapwyytbgh

wju bwfuwadtnuntejwl UGy, wjlu tn, nn
Uyquwjhu gnnnyntd hwjinwnpuwnpntejntu
Gnwy wju Jwupu, np Gt Jwaghuwunpnu

nL wuwhpwuwn innwutpp guwu pwuwy,
Upwlp npwywu thnihnfuntejntu YwutBu,
dpUninpunh ypw Yuyntu: rw hud hwdwnp
wpuntpn Ep ninnwiyh, npnyhGunu pwbwyntd
npwywl thnthnfuntentutn wtunp £ wutu
uwuwutpp, nyptn ywpunwynpyuwo Gu

nuw wub|nt: Bpt Jtup pwuwynid ntutup
UpUninpwnp fuunhp, Utup swtnp Enw
wlutGUp ghnnyejwdp ypwnynn 25-26
nwnGywl dwpnyuwugny: Bu dwnwjwo
LhuGny Juwnnwh GU, np pwbwyntd
dpUninpwun hnfuGnt hwdwn wnwoluuwjnu

£ ns PG JwulwaghwnwlwU ghwintbhputpp,
wj| ywdwjphU hwwnyuwupputpp: UGup
wuntd Ehup Gpt UGy htwn hwdwawju stp,
JEy hwywnwyp wwuwgnigtp, UGUp £
hwulywuwup: Fwjg thnpap gnig inytg,

nn GnpGp wdhu win vwpnhy pGptghu unyu
wwwindwnuwpwuntpjntuutpp, ny Un unn
thwuwnwny, unp hGunwynwunntejntu sptpytag:
Uhwju wju £n, np Gt Lwupwwtunwywl
ynuwygnipjwl wnwounpnnutnp npn26| Gu,
nn wju ontupp wtwnp £ wuglh, www wju
wGwp £ wugup: buy nw Uty Unwn ptptg ng
pG Gn qUwnL gwlynte)ntu, w)| hwywnwyp
wyth 2w wyuwjpwnGint, npnyhbunl Gpp nnt
inGulnwd Gu, np pwuwytap ns et hhdudwd
E funupbph Ypw, wji wit pwilih ypw, np
dwpnhy dinwdnd Gu hpBup nidtin Gu, nw
PGy wybh £ Uninhywguntu:

P Lywundwdp 2wwn UGS dupnidUtp sEu
EnG: Lwdwjuwpwunid Ehu hpdbwywuntd

wunwd «Rty wtinp w, hUsh Gu fjuwnuyniu»:
Zwdwuwpwunw UGUp hwwnnty pwahu
ntuGup Uygwhu wuywnwlgnipjwu
dSwnwjntejuwl, wjuwntbn Gu ywlst uh

Enynt wugqwd: Nuinhywlntejwu pGpdwu
EupwnpyUwl nGwptn BU EnG: Fwig hus-nn
Uh pwu, npp [ning uyntp hua ypw, ¢h Gnt:
PpGup ghinBu nwd GU dupnid: Bet ghwintu, np
wjn duzndp ywpnn & alvple] hwupwjuwgnud,
wjn Jwpnp hwjwnwyp fupnn £ wytih
tnwpwlwi|, nLph2 pwlutn ubuph wub|, hpGup
sGU dupnid: Bt nuwunnutnp ywjpwnpnd
GU, WGwp £ jwy unynptlu, nn hptug htwn
wuwwd wdtu nus [hup Yuwmwpjwy, nn
hpGug hwpywotnt mtn sniluuwl: Brt nw
syw, uyunwd GU dunnUuGPh hEwn funuty, PE pw
AGn tnnwib «yjwuph dhpwn ninnig 26Nyt &,
funutp hp hGwn»: Gpp dunnutpn wuntd BU,
nn hpGup GU pGY wjnwtu nuuwnhwnwytl,
wn nwnpGnpwyu £ sh wugunid: Ept
dwpnhy ywnpdnwd Gu, np pn blywundwdp

ntd Yphpwnbiny nnt £ sGu funuw, nw sh
utnwagytnt:

Eu s6U nhinwpyntd wju hGnwhnfuntejntup
npwtu yGpouwywl hwnpwuwy: Uw
wuGlwntne wwjpwnu tn, Nt wju pupwgpntd
GG npUt pwl hUA hEwn swwhbg, wjlu

sh uwhp: UGUp wGwp £ [huEUp yanu,
hGnwhnfuntentup wbunp L ywhuwwut|
nLwdpwwunt nt nw sh bpwbwynid, nn
hus-nn punuwpwywu ndh 2whtpu £ wybwnp
wupwuwunt|: Cwwn ywpunp £, npn UGup
shwdwptBup, G wdEU hus ytpowgt| k, ot
pwnwpwghwywl hwuwpwyntentu UGy
wjuu wGwp sk, nn hwnetghup, nLpninn
hwngtGpp |ndyLnt Gu: Ujnwtu sk, wdtu
h2fuwunte|ntu Ywnphp ntuh punwpwghwywu
hwuwpwyntejwu, punnhuntejwu: UjuhUpU‘
wjn wwjpwnp hwyGnd £ nL wjn wujpwnp
wGwnp £ 2wnpntuwyt»:
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DAVIT PETROSYAN

a founding member of
"There Will Be Deferments" initiative

EVERY AUTHORITY NEEDS
A CIVIL SOCIETY, AN OPPOSITION



"My name is Davit Petrosyan. At the moment |

am a student. In specifically this period of time |
perceive myself as a human being, who has got the
responsibility to get across to the students within
the framework of the university the principles and
values proclaimed by the revolution and to make
reforms as the revolution is not over yet, it still

goes on. It goes on not only in our thoughts, in our
conception, but also in the territory of the university
where values and phenomena causing harm to the
students and lecturers were formulated; and these
old values and phenomena are yet preserved.

The most serious impulse that made me participate
in this initiative was when an announcement was
made in the National Assembly that the PHD and
the Master's degree male students would make
positive changes and affect the atmosphere when
they join the Army; this was, actually, an absurd for
me. Because people who are to make changes in the
Army are the officers, who bear the responsibility for
it. If we record that we have a problem with regard
to the atmosphere within the Army, we should

not wait for the group of 25-26-year old people
engaged in science to solve this problem, having the
hope that these people will change the atmosphere.

Because, having served in the Army, | am sure that
for changing the atmosphere of the Army not the
professional knowledge, but the volitional powers
are prior. We emphasized: "If you do not agree
with us, prove us the opposite, in order we could
understand"”. But the experience showed that these
people have been bringing the same reasoning

for three months. No new argument or research
has been brought. The only thing was like if the
Republican Party, with its leaders, decided that the
law will be adopted, it would be that way. And this
motivated us not to retreat, but to struggle more.
Because when you see that their debate is based
not on words but on the factor that they consider
themselves mighty, it makes the motivation stronger.

To tell the truth no severe pressure was applied to
me. Generally in the university | was told: "What
do you need it for? Why do you meddle?" We have
a special department for the National Security
Service there and twice | was called to there. Also
there were cases of being arrested by the police,
but nothing else has happened which could affect
me seriously. Of course | do not mean that all that

happened was normal. This is not normal, but as
we had been in this atmosphere, we expected such
things to happen, that is why we reacted quietly to
the happening.

They know who they can apply pressure on. If

they know that applying pressure will bring to
publicising, that the person under pressure may
become more jumpy and do something unexpected,
they will not apply pressure. They try to understand
what kind of levers they can use. For example, if a
student has no problem with absences, he/she does
well at the university; it is not an easy thing to affect
such a student. That is why students who struggle
must do well at university, everything concerning
them should be ideal, in order no one could do
anything with them.

If they see that this method brings no results, they
start calling to your parents and tell them: "Your
son has lapsed. You should speak to him." But
sometimes parents reply: "We have brought him up
that way. We have nothing to speak to you. Good
bye." So neither this method works. When you see
such methods are being used against you, it means
you are right. Because if you were not right they
would try to make you realise you were wrong by

a debate or by using just words. But when people
think if they apply force you will stop speaking out,
it will not be the way they expect.

| do not consider this revolution as a final victory.
This was the most serious struggle and if nothing
could stop me during this period, nothing will stop
me ever. We should keep on being vigilant. The
revolution that happened needs to be strengthened
and maintained. And this does not mean interests
of some political force should be strengthened and
maintained. Values and principles proclaimed by the
revolution should be strengthened and maintained.

We should not lull our vigilance. Each of us is to do
something to strengthen all this. Along with that

| find it very important not to consider everything
over, do not think we do not need a civil society any
more. Don't think we have already won, everyone
deserving detention shall be detained, and all the
problems shall be solved. No, this is not that way.
Every authority needs a civil society, an opposition.
This struggle is everlasting and it should be
continued.”
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Lpwlg ywwnytpwgndutpu BuU, np
[ntuwynnt| U wyn dwbwuwwnhp, nhwGuyh
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wjnwhuh hwuwnpwyntejntund GU nwyntd
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ywpawgdwu hwdwn: Epet [huh hwdwywna,
nnU wupunhwuwn Jdwpnntu unpniy nwpaup W
wupunhwuwun Jwpnntu dwdhsh wytu yGpwoh
gnnohph, UGup sGup funnn ninnuiyp
NUGLUW| LUwlwwnhw hwuwpwynte)ntu:

P yGpon dwnpnp [nyu wzfuwnh £ quwihu
uintGnowagnndtnt, hpwgutint hp
huwpwynpntpntuutnpp thnfuoquntejwl
hwdJwn: PUA hwdwn nw £ hEug wjn nudp:
Ujn ywwnytpwgnidu £ hEug wjl nyup, npp
tnwuntd £ hUA hp hGinuhg»:




ZARUHI HOVHANNISYAN

Human rights defender, member of the Coalition
to Stop Violence against Women

MY CULTURAL NOTIONS
GIVE ME STRENGTH TO
CONTINUE MY STRUGGLE




"l am Zaruhi Hovhannisyan. At this moment, life has brought
me to the point where | am dealing with the protection of
human rights, mostly of the representatives of vulnerable
groups; women's rights, the rights of people kept in places
of detention and other vulnerable groups.

The reason | came to this situation is the difference between
the basic concepts and our reality and also the contrast with
my understanding existing in the culture of life.

It started yet in school, when | noticed that the situation
was very complicated from the point of view of the right to
speak and it was not possible to speak freely. | was just so
rebellious that when there was a situation of disagreeing
with a viewpoint during the lesson, and it was not possible
to express this disagreement by raising a hand, | could stand
up and keep on standing during the whole lesson as a form
of protest and not sit on my place and disobey the teacher.

It was an obvious view, an approach to life, that | would not
obey any of them, and | would not be silent in any way, even
if it touched upon a "teacher-pupil” relationship where a
hierarchy existed.

The most extraordinary vulnerable area is the private area
where one enters and begins burrowing into your life trying
to reveal who you are and what you have been. | have been
hurt so much in this area, | got very nervous here. Threats
are very painful when you have children and threats are
heard about them, it's not only painful, it does not just hurt
you, it already becomes dangerous. And you remember
you are responsible for the lives of those people. But my
cultural notions not only motivate but also give me strength
to continue my struggle, notwithstanding the fact that
sometimes it's really hard.

Eventually, any change in the situation or any structural
change during the development of humanity has been
made by individuals. Their perceptions have enlightened the
way to change the humans' thinking, change their ideas,
change those cultural stereotypes that lead us and hinder

to living. These are the solid walls to which many people

are often hit, crushed, and can not be self-realized with the
power they could. A person should not be a raw material
for any system and that a person should be free and creative
comes forward. After all, a person is born to create, to
realise his/her abilities for mutual help. This is the power for
me. That idea is the light that makes me follow it.”
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«Gu 2wjy Znyhwllhujwll U, Jwulwghwuntgjwdp

pdh2y, w2uwwnnid GU npwtu pdh2y W nwuwyuwunnid GU:
Fuwynpnipjwuu UGo ntutUu Uh wjuwhuh gho, np gwuywguwod
nGwpntd, Gpp tnbuuntd U wuwpnwpntejntu, unyuhuy Get nw
punhwupwwbtu hud sh yGpwptpnd, Gu pwpdpwadwjunid GU,
thnpantd GU npw nGU wywjpwnt:

Apwifu BU, np Lwjwunwuntd dwpnywug ahwnwygntejntup
pwpanwgwy nt nnipu Gwu ywjpwntint hptug wwwawijn
hwdwn: PU wwwnyepwgUdwdp nw wlwpnuwnpnigjuwl

nGU ywjpwn tn, ntGet dwpnp lnGuwyny wywjpwnnn

E U sh hwunnipdnid wuwpnwnntejntup, Get utpyw)hu
LwnwywnntentUl £ pny| tnnw, nput pwunwpwyuwuntentu, npp
ophuwy hd ynnuhg yauwhwwnyh ns dpzwn, 2uunpntbwiytint Gup
WwjpuwnG(:

Uhowntwp np Gnwy hud hGun hwupwhwywph dwdwuwy stn:
Eu £ h wnindtgh yniin hu puwynpnipjwl ywwndwnny: Su inbuw
Uh Gpunye, npu hud hnytg, wdpnne UEpw2uwnhu juwnutg
hpwn, Wuyutgh Gu wwjpwnt| npw nGU: Bu qunid £h, tnwpunt
JG9o Eh wnpnGU nL tnGuw, np nunhywulutpp ywpywwtu stontd
EnU ntuwunnutppu: Cun npnud, nuwunnutph ynnuhg npuk
hwywynnn ntd sywn, Upwlp ywnpywwtu pwjtpe thu wunid:
Ppwyphdwyp 2uwn wbwnpnuwn En, Gu uyutgh pupnunwuwy,
annannw|, W nuinhywuwywl gnpdnnntentuutpp Ycunpnuwgwu
hud ypw: hud tnwpuntg hetgntghu U thnpdtghu pGpdwu
GUupwnyt, nnh cwdwluwy wuhwdwswih nid Ehu Yhpwnnid,
nph wpnyniupnid unwgu [Nt yuwuywédpltn nhuwjhl qulgh
nuynGpph Ynunpwdp U nintnh gugnid:

Bu sniubd wyn hwpgp, G husnt Gu: Uhown Gnpp hus-np hwipg k£
Lhuntd, wunwd GU htug Gu, ophluwy, Gt whwnh |huh UGyp, ny
wGuwp £ thnnngnd Ynwlw, yGnpguh pninep ntagh wnpwdwun
UGo, nw wbwnp £ wutd Gu: Gu Uh2win uponwd GU, np Gu huduhg
wGwp £ uyubd thnfut Gnyhpp, hupu huAwluhg wtwnp £ uyuty
wut| wjn hGnwhnfuntentup, npnyhGunl hEnwithnfuntentup
Uhwju thnnngnd vbwny ywd pnwytbiny sk, hGnwihnfunte)ntup
wtuwnp £ wlutlp wdtl UGYu UEp Ute: Ept UGUp pnuynid Eup,
np UGn Gnyhpp wtwnp £huh wyGih wyp, Gpyhpp nw Jtup Gup,
UBUp wbwp L huGup wyb h jwynp:

Fwgwnawy npuk Aupnwd s6d ygwgt| Gpput: Uhagnigt nw hJ
nGuwyhg £ £ qwihu: Upusb hhdw Udwlu pwl sh BnG, sGU

El niyntd UinwdtG udwu pwlup dwupu, npnyhtunl Get |huh

£l winwhuh pwU, bwhwuet| syw: Mwpunytip ety ywpnnt
Jwppwagho £ Bwulywgwo pwl, npp bwfuwdtnunid Gu wub| nt
wjn wuG|nt pupwgpntd tnnGulntd Gu pwpnntejntubtn, hwywynnn
nLatn, puwywuwpwn, Uhan hwuduytip Yw: Fuwjg nw hwpgh
NN st guiliyuwgwsd hpwy hdwynid, wjbwtu np s6U yunpsdntd,
PG Gu YhwuauyGu»:
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HAYK HOVHANNISYAN

doctor

WE SHALL START MAKING
BETTER OURSELVES TO MAKE
OUR COUNTRY A BETTER PLACE



"l am Hayk Hovhannisyan, | am a doctor, | time there is a problem, I think I am just the
work as a doctor and also teach. | have such one who is to solve it. | mean if there is a

a trait of character when | see something piece of paper thrown in the street, | think |
unfair, even if it has nothing to do with me, I~ am the one who is to pick it up and throw to
speak about it aloud and try to fight against ~ the basket.

it.

Because | always think | am to start changing
| am glad that in Armenia peoples’ self my country starting from myself, | must
consciousness has arisen and people went start the revolution from my inner world.
out to fight for their rights for their future,
and for the country's future. | just want the = @u@ W g

truth be spoken about aloud in a right way,
| want everything to be right. It is the most
important thing that everything is right
and that there is no more injustice. It was

a fight against unfairness according to my
notions.

If a person is a fighter by his/her nature
and does not tolerate unfairness he/
she will continue to fight. Even if today's
Government runs such a policy which
the society or | will find not right, we will
continue to fight against it.

Revolution is not something when one stays

The accident that happened to me was not outside in the street and shouts aloud, it
because | was at a meeting or at a place is something each of us shall begin from

of gathering. It happened to me because ourselves. Because if all we shout that we
of my character. | suffered because | saw a want our country to be better, we shall
phenomenon, which was unfair, which took  realise that we are our country and we shall
my attention and turned everything in my start making better ourselves to make our
heart upside down, and | began fighting country a better place.

against it. | was passing by in a taxi, when

| saw that the Police was literally beating | never felt any pressure. Maybe it is
students. There was not a counteracting conditioned also by the type | belong to.

force by the students; they were not causing ~ Nothing like it happened to me so far,
any disorders; they were just marching along  and even if such a thing happens, | will

the street. And | was in a taxi. not retreat. Retreating is a weak person's
behaviour. Anything you plan to do you
The situation was very unfair for me, so will go till the end no matter what kind of
| revolted and shouted aloud from the difficulties or contradicting forces you face,
window of the taxi which made the Police because surrender is the easiest thing in
pay attention to me and their actions were any situation. For example, you wake up
directed towards me. They took me out in the morning and decide to go out, and
of the taxi and tried to arrest me during then the lazy part inside you tells you not
which the force they applied was very to go out and stay at home. And when you
disproportionate and in the result | got some  obey this lazy person inside you, it means
serious injuries; such as fractures of frontal you surrender, and it is not a way to solve a
skull bones and brain concussion. | do not problem, it is not good. So | do not think |

have such kind of question "why me?". Every  will ever surrender.”
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«Gu Uwnphw bwpwwbunjwuu GU:
Uwulwahwuntpjwdp [Gyjwpwl GU, nLnw
ywplunp £ hd hupuntpjwl hwdwn: 2pwnyntd
GU tnwpwodw2nowlwhu dpwaontpny U
«lmagine» Yynudp hywnutph hwnpwhwpdwu
yGuwnpnuntd 6U w2uwunnid, npp Unyuwtu hJ
hupuntentup uwhJdwuwwytint wnnidny
2w ywpunp £: 2018 pywyuwuh dwpunh
ulyphu Gu npnztgh, np whuih UEpgpuyyeu
UGppwnwpwywl gnpdpupwgnid,
hhdUwywu npnwuwwwndwnp Utn
hwuwnpwyntentuntd inhpnn ywifuu
nLnGuptuhwu tp, nnp Gu inGub| GU
dwpnywug JtGe: UYynhy pwnwpwyuwu
utpapwyywonte|ntu ntutgnn dwpnhy
wuwwwnhwih Ute £hu, skhu ygnd, np

npUE pwU Ywpnn BU wuG: NpnzEgh, nn
hGnep hdU E, Gu £ yhwnh wnGpuntye
sGynpntentup NUG Uh ynnd LW dwubwygtu
wyn gnndpUpwghU puwywluwpwp hniyu
ntuGUwiny, nn hus-np wywhh huwpwynn
ULhUh wppuwgut] wjn dwpnyuwlg, hnyu
uGp2Ustl W Gwn pGpGL wyn nu2wn: «Utpdhn
Utnpdhu» wnwohu wyghwjhg hGunn ywuag
utnwguwi, wjn wwhpu tnwup sth, dwiphyu
En Wwwnwuuwub| hEnwfunupu, pwndwuhg
nUs-np nunhywl npn26| En, np uinnigndutp
Wtinp £ wlglwguh pwnwpwghltnh
wiZuwnwiquinGnh opwuguwl yGnwptnjui:
Wju wyuwhhu Gu s6d Yunpnn wunbl, np

W wwuwiwynnyuws tn hd' wyghwihu
Jwulwygnipjwudp, pwjg 2w wuuwwutb|h
En, wnweohU wugqwdlU En, np Ldwu nGwp

En wnGnph ntuEunid: Fwgh npwuhg hu
Uywundwdp hwuwpwywywl wnwuduwyp
&upnid sh BnGl, Gpuh pE pwiuwnnu ptnt E:
Cuwnwlhpu, hhwpyt, wuhwuguwnwund En,
Gnp upyntd Ep hpwnpntejntup, hwwnywuwtbu
Utnd Uwpqujwuhu Uwjunpnnn Uh pwuh
opw pupwgpntu: Fwjg wuhwlguwnntentup
Lwb ynignpnynd Ep 66 ngbousnidny U
fupwfuntuwupny, nn hwpyuwynn £ wugy,
nntpty ypw dtd wywuinwufuwlbwwnyntpntu
Gu 4GngnG, sGu Yupnn nnipu gup uh
annpdplpwghg, nph wyntuputpnid Lwl

nnt Gu ywuguwod yniin wuyinwlagntejwu
Uywwnwnnidubphg GIUEINY: Bu Ywnpdnid GU,
nn wju 2wnpddwl UGd Atnpptpnidutphg
JEYp £<£ pwnwpwghutphu huywpunntejwu
yawgnnntpntup ytpwnwpdutbu tp, b

wjn wnnny gwuywgwd punwpugh
ywnnn Ep hpGu ywwnwuuwlwnnt ygui nt

wwwinytnpwgut| hp gnpontuGnientul wju
anpdplpwgntd: Uju hGnwihnfunte ntup
huwpuwynnp nwpauwy tnwphutp 2upntuwy
nwnptp judptph uwnwpwsd w2fuwinwlph
2unphpy: Uyuwd puwwwhwwlwyuwu
fudptphg, ytpowgwod tUhupunwywu:
SwnpEn fulnhputp pwpapwgunn fudptinh
owiuptinh 2unphpy £, np fuwnwhywgyty

E wju hpwnpnientup, hGunlwpwn win
dwnpnywug ywjpwnutnpp hhdw nuGu
nwnwop Ynypu ntwytbih U6sd puwthny nt
nidny w2fuwintint, U wju hwuwpwyntejwu
JGo funppp quwgnn thnipnfuntejntuutn
pGnGINL: PLA pyYnid £ Junwlgutpu
wuywuGnt UGo Yw wn yunwuagutpp
Juwuwnwhywgubnt gnpownntjpe: Gu jupond
GJ, np pwgwuwywu dnwodnnniejwdp,
nhuytnh nt yunwuglutph dwuplb wunwnwn
Uuinwotny nnt npwilip nwpaunid Gu
hwywuwywu: Phwupyt pwwn dhpun |
wwuwynnpt| unpwwntaghwutn, G wju
ywd wju hpwnpntejwl Uto huswbu wtunp
E pby wwhtGu, huswbu wwwnwwutu

pn hpwyntuputpp: Fwjg bwl Yunpond

EU npwilig UG9 huplwhpwanndynn
dwpawntntejwu fiGUdGunutp Yuwu: Ujuhupl,
Gt Gu hUus-np pwlhg wunwnuwn fjununtd
GJ, wyuyuwind GU, wn uwwnuwhpp
Jwuwnw|hywagyntd £: Uju hpwnpntpjwu

JGo UGUp 262inp wytwnp £ nubup wju
uyypntuputnh ypw, nn UGUp pninpu
hwdwuwn Gup, duznd sh wpnn [hUG|:
Zwnywynp £ pwguwnt nw, wtwnp £ gnpdtup
wjU inpwdwpwuntejwdp, np UGUP wywn
Gup, hwdwuwn, UtGp hpwyntuputpp
Ww2nuwwuywod Gu: rw wbwp £ hup
nhuyntpup W wiju, phus 262nwnpyntid £: Grt
JGUp wunwnuwn 2G2nwnptup yunwuqutnp,
huwpwynnp hwywhtnwihnfuwywu
Jwnwugutph JwupU dunnwodtup, nphwlp
Uhpwannoytu: Bu, [hutiny Gyyupul,
Ywnponwd GU, np junupl £ uwhdwunwd
hpwyuwuntentup: Puswtu bywpwapnwd Gup
hpwyuwuntentup winwhupu £ nwpadunwd Gup
wju: Rwuh ntn Gu hua uwhdwutd npwtu
wuwwpwnth, Gu Y hubd wuwywpuntih u
hhwnyt 2wuwn Yupunp £ uGthwywu nidtppu
hwywuwnw|p, pty yawp hwywuuwn,
hupUp2fuwl, wubpypw W wuynunpnid:

By winwtu pGy wwhGny pn tnwpwépp
uwhdwut| pn gnpdntubntejwl ninpunn
uwhuwut|: Ujn, Gu wuwwnpunbh Gu»:
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MARIA KARAPETYAN

activist, Development director of Imagine Center for
Conflict Transformation

AS LONG AS | DEFINE MYSELF
INVINCIBLE | WILL BE
INVINCIBLE



"l am Maria. I am a linguist and it is important
for my identity. | am engaged in regional
projects and | work in the Imagine Center for
Conflict Transformation which is also very
important for defining my identity.

It was in the beginning of March 2018

when | decided to get involved in this intra-
political process; the main incentive was the
hopelessness, fear, depression | saw in people in
this society.

Those common groups which had been active
in that political movement were having apathy
towards what they can do; they thought they
could do nothing. | felt a lack of people and
decided it was my turn; | should also put aside
that seeming neutrality and participate in

this process, naturally knowing that at some
moment it would be possible to awaken these
people or give them hope and bring back to
that sphere.

In the very beginning of the movement, after
we organised the first "Reject Serzh" action

on the 24th of March, a policeman from the
police-station called to our home number. At
that moment | was not at home and my mom
answered the call. It turned out the policeman
had decided to carry out checks with regard to
the workplace and registration of the citizens.
He said it was just an ordinary check-process.
At the moment | cannot state that it had any
connection with my participation in the action
but it was very unexpected; it was the first time
we received such a call.

No social pressure was applied to me in social
network or during the demonstrations, except
for that case. Maybe | was lucky enough not
to face pressures. Of course my family worried
when the situation became exacerbated,
especially during the few days preceding
Serzh Sargsyan's resignation. But this worry
was accompanied by a great inspiration and
encouragement that made continue.

Those two phenomena co-existed together.
The first one was the warning, like. "Do not go
out! Do not go there!", the second one was the
encouragement, like. "No, it needs to be done!
You have taken a great responsibility and you
ought to deliver upon expectations! You cannot

pull out of a process you are at the wheel of,
just for the sake of safety.”

| think one of the achievements of this action
was the returning to the citizens of the Republic
of Armenia the sense of pride. | think every RA
citizen could feel responsible with that regard
and recognise his/her actions in this process.
This revolution became possible due to the work
carried out by various groups during these years
starting from environment protection groups,
ending with feminist groups, those fighting for
the rights of students, raising different types of
problems. Due to efforts of various groups this
situation was catalysed. Therefore, struggles

of those people have a space to work again
with greater intensity and strength and to make
deepening changes in this society.

| think denomination of the dangers bears

the function of catalysing those dangers. In
general, | think unceasing thinking about risks
and dangers by negative thinking makes them
possible. Of course it would be right to plan and
develop a strategy on how to behave oneself in
a certain situation, how to protect one's rights,
but | think this processes carry elements of self-
reasonable prophecy.

| mean when | expect and speak much of
something | catalyse that threat. | think in this
situation we should emphasise the following
principles: we all are equal and no pressure may
be applied. That is to say it should be excluded.
We should act with the logic that we all are
free, equal and all our rights are protected.
This should be the discourse and this is what
should be emphasised. If all the time we
emphasise the dangers, think of the possible
anti-revolution mechanisms, they will become
real. Because as a linguist | think the word
defines the reality.

By describing the reality we imagine, we make
it real. As long as | define myself invincible | will
be invincible. It is very important to believe in
one's own strength, to feel oneself equally self-
governed, indubitable, unbending. One should
define his/her territory, the sphere of his/her
own activities by such behaviour. Yes, | am
invincible!"
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«Gu Uwphwd Uuwljwuu 6d: 2015
pyuwywlhu dswunpwgt| GU Cwhtu
Lwnntentujwuh hGwn puytpwagt| Gup
nL hupl £ huA ngtoust| bW dwunpwgnt|

Epunh Ynuyntun hpwiuit hpwy pdwypu:

Uhus wn hud hwdwn wjnpwu k|
hwuyuwwih sEp wyu hpwyhdwyp: 2Eh
dinwonwd punhwupwuwbu, pt dwpnhy
hush hwdwp BU nntpu qwhu thnnng,
hush hwdwp GU ywjpwnpnud, hus &
hpGug niywon: LGnn dwlinpugui 2uin
dwpnyuwug hGun, wywnhy huwnubph
hGw, nyptp hhuw hu puytputpu

Gu: Owunpwguw, fJunutgh, 2thytgh
hpGug hGwn nL Unwsbgh husnt Gu

sk, husnt Gu swyGuinp k| hUGU npuntd,
husnt whwnp £ hpGup [hutU npunud,
wuw2nwwutu hd hpwyntuputnp, huy
Gu st Puy 2018 pywlwlhl Utlp
hwywpytgnup uh op npnztghup

nn fuwnwn wuhbwywunnte|ntu Gup
hpwywuwgunid, nnn2tghup, np WGwnp
£ Spwlupwih hpwwwpwynd Jpwuutn
nuGLup Nt duwup ypwlutnpnid, huspwl
huwpuwynp £ 2wuwn, hus pwl UGy entj|
Yunwl: dpwuutp nptghup, Unwlp
Jtop:

Nuunhywuubpp GHwu, Wwwnntghu
Jpwuutpp, UtGp puytputppu tnwpuw:
AL dwwn, 2uun ywuin hpwyhdwy tn,
npnyhGunl npwuhg wnwe Uh UtpGuw
nwynwd En hud ggb| UGptuwih tnnwy,
hGwunn UpGup Uypwns juiup Gy,
atnphgu puiztg, hupl puywy,

hupp uwuyGg: UGY wj op £,
LUwnwywnntejwl Gppnpn dwulbwBuph
Ununnhg UGy wnwynunjwu pGpdwl
GUupwnytghu: Cwwn ndjwnnipjwdp
tnwpwu. Unin dh 30-40 pnwyt
naywnwuntd Lhu tnwutG|, pwjg wjn
pUupwgpentd wupunhwwn pw2p2ntputn
Gnw, £| hpty, £ UGpBUWwjh tnwy

JwnutG|, hwyb: <6unn wpnbu hwuwlp
nunhywlwywlu pwdwudntup: twyhpu
ntutp JwpJduwywu yuwuywodputp, Gu
uwiownn ntuth nunphu hwwnywaontd:

Cywu UGy tnwpwl 2unwwoquntejwl
JGptuwjny: Enp Gu wpntu
hGwnwynwnynd £h, Ywyhpehu pGptghu:
“wy hpl £ hGunwynwunytg nt Uhwuplu
nntpu Gywup, ntunphg hwpawyytghu
JGy ypw: 10-15 hngh thu. UGyu
Gywy aGnptnphgu yWwhtg, Juwgwadn
uyutghu thnnngh ypw hwpadwyydt: Nt
ynuyntun wuntd £hu, L hus GU hpEup
JGyuhg niyntd, nt @G UGUR hus wGunp
E wutGUp: Uuntd Lhu nnipu Uh GYGp,
Jjntu wugwd Aty £ npuntd sinGulGup:
Otonud thu, wuntd Ehu” Uwijhp, Gt
JGY £ pEy puytputphn htwn inGuwlp
npunwd, wyGh ywuwn £ | hutnt: Fwjg Gu
sqwiubgw: Rt ns Gu, wuww £ ny:

NwWhg Gup wwhwlet|nt, np nnpu gl
hnnng: Bu Ywnpnn U tnwluhg wub|
nnipu BYGp, nnipu BYGRP: Fwjg tnwtu sh
Lhup, Gu wGwp £ nntpu gud nt huduhg
hnppGpp wGwnp £ nBultu, np Gu nntpu
EU GYGL nL hpGup £ nnipu qwu: huy
huduhg UGotpp, nyptn s6U hwdwunnud,
nn huwpwynp £ hus-np pwl thnjuby,
wGwnp L wnmGultu, np Gu hwywuinnid

GU, huauhg thnpnptpp hwywwnnid Gu

Nt hwuyuwuwl, np hpGup ninnwyhn
hpwyntup sntUGU shwwwnwint: Bu
wluwwnunth GU: Bpet UGUp wnpt| Gup
hGnwunfuntentu, hud wjlu nshus sh
ywuqutgup: Bu Gnptp nwph Gpwyt| GU
hGnwhnuntejwu dwupu: Uju onp, Gpp
hwulywaguw, G hush GU npuntd nt hus Gu
nwynwd, ntGpp wpntBu Gu £ Eh npuntd nt
Gu £ Eh UnyU pwul nynwd, wjn opnywuhg
Uhusl hGnwihnfuntejwu opp Gu wJGU on
Gpwyt| U nhw Jwuhu dwuhl:

Epp nnt hwuuntd Gu Gpwywuphn,
ywuglnwd ntbwjnid Gu Gpwywuphn
ws pGnphu, wund Gu. «Bu hwuw pty»,

nnwlihg ndtin ng g sYu:
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MARIAM ANANYAN

activist

AM INVINCIBLE.

FWE MADE A REVOLUTION,
NOTHING ELSE

CAN STOP ME EVER




" am Mariam Ananyan. In 2015 | got
acquainted with Shahen Harutyunyan.
| got to be friends with him and he
inspired me and introduced me to the
real situation in the country.

Because prior to getting to be friends
with Shahen, | did not have clear notion
about the situation. | did not think at all
for what people were going out, what
they were fighting for and what they
wanted.

| got to know a lot of people and
activists as well who are now my
friends. | got to know them, talked and
interacted with them, and realized the
following - Why not? Why should | not
be outside? Why should they be outside,
protecting my rights, and | should not?

In 2018 we gathered one day and
decided that we were exercising
peaceful disobedience and decided that
we should set up tents in the French
Square and stay in that tents. We should
do that as long as it was possible and as
much as we were allowed.

We set up tents and entered into them.
The policemen came and tore the tents,
they took our friends. It was a bad,
very bad situation, because before

that a car tried to run over me, then
Aren Mkrtchyan came and held my
hand, after which he fell down and was
damaged.

Another day of demonstrations, in the
morning we were detained in front of
the Third Government Building. It was
very difficult for the policemen to take
us to the police station. It took some
30-40 minutes to take us, but during
all that time there was rattling, pushing,
entering under the cars, closing of
streets.

Then we reached the police station.
David Petrosyan had got bodily injuries,

| had a contusion in the area of my foot.
An ambulance car arrived and took us to
hospital.

When | was being examined, David was
brought in. David was also examined
and we went out together. And when
we went out they attacked on us again.
There were 10-15 people. One of them
came and held my hands and the others
began to attack on us in the street.

And they said exactly what they wanted
from us and what we should do. They
said they did not want us to come out.
They beat us and said: "Look, if we see
you with your friends outdoors, the
situation will turn to be worse for you.”

| was not afraid at all. Who else if not
me? Who else shall | expect to come
out? I might call everybody to come
out while sitting at home myself. But

| cannot that way; | must go out, in
order those who are younger than me
could see and follow my example. And
the elder ones who do not believe that
they can change something should see
that | believe that younger ones believe
and realize that they have no right to
disbelieve.

| am invincible. If we made a revolution,
nothing else can stop me ever. I've
dreamed about it for three years. On the
day | realized why they were out in the
street and what they wanted and when
| was out there and | wanted the same
thing, from that day on until the day of
the Revolution | dreamed about that.
When you achieve your dream, stand
and look into the eyes of your dream,
you say: "l have achieved you," there is
nothing stronger than that moment.”
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«Gu Lwphut UYybuinhujwuu Gd, Ywuwanph «Lnnp»
hGnnwwnwpuyspnyejwl Uwiu hwnnpnwywp, hGnn

Lpwignnn, htnn (niptph pwduh fJudpwaghn, npwlihg htin
hGnnwwnwpuyspnyejwl afuwynn fudpwahp, wytih N

wnnGU hwdwhhduwnhp-fudpwahn: Bu uhwin thnpadt| GU hus-
nn hwng NG Bu 2wwn Gpyputpnid GU G|, (wy Ypentpjntu

EJ unnwgt| npwtu | pwagnpnn, wywnpunt| G4 dwnphyh CFPJ-n
pwnwpwywu JEYuwpwulutnh pwpdpwantu [ pugpnnuywu
nuwnngp, pwjg tu Yepwnwnpaw dwlwanp: busnt, npnyhbunl Gu
sed hwdwnpnid, np hd pwnuwpntd nnwtu | pwagpnn Gu |NwdG| GU
pninn fubunhputpp, np guwd Epuwu: Uupunhwun wywjpwnt| Gup,
hwughuwn s6U w2fuwwnt| Gu Gpptp, npnyhGunl Lnnnt Jwpynwd
nppwU h2fuwunte|ntu thnjuybg, nppwu dwpywtwn Gywy, pninpp
nwyntd £hu «Lnnph» hGnniunwpuyGpnientup thwyt|, pninpu
niyntd Ehu hpGug uGthwywl hGnniunwpuytpnie|ntup untbndt|
U pninph wsph hnzp «Lnnh» hGnnwuwnwpuytpntejnuu Ep: Un
Pnnnh nGU UGUp wwjpwntghup, UtUp thwyytghlp, Unphg
pwgytghup: Bu 2wpntbwynid G wdBU onp wwjpwnt|, nnwtuyh
ULwlp, w2luwwntblp: husnt wtwnp E Gu wjnwtu wwnpth, win
tnwnhUtnp Gu wthunund BU: NWhg Gu wwhwlobUu hu Ynpgpwion
nuGu dwpywjhl [pwugnnn, Jwnn, ny Gppop sh nuyjwduwlt]

hn uyypntupubphu: Gu pwydwehy wnwownyntentuutn Gu
utnwghb| h2fuwlinie)nilutnh Ynnuhg: Pua wuntd EhU UGy hbwn
EnGp, 2wwn (wy Y puph Aty hwdwn, nnip wdtlu hus yntubGuwp:

2f np UtUp hpwdwnyb| Gup wjn wdtuhg: Zpwdwpyt|

Gup, pwjg Uhwdwdwlwy UGup Gup inyt|: L<hdw wjnwhuh
AUupnidubp gnigt s phutu. ninhn Getph dwdwuwy [nyutnpu
wlowwnyntd U, L wuhwuwuwh wudwunpe Jwnnhy hpu Gu
hGnnwwnwpuysnpniyenund, oytpwwnnpl wywlohu 22Uentd £
«®wuhp»: Uunwd GU pwjg husnt thwfusBU, hus whunh | huh: Uund
E «dwluhp, pby EU Uwl quiihu»: Nt wjn Upntejwl UG hUa
wwwnnthwuhg nnipu GU agnd UGn wfuwinnnutpp JtyntytGu
hwny Ep, wwwnyGpwgund Gp, sE: aLznutp 2w GU Gntj: 2008
pywywuhu whwynp tn, Gpp LunUb SEp-NGunpnujwuh $hidp gniyg
nytghup: Un dhiup gnigunnytg «U1+» htnniunwpuytpniejwl
Ynnuhg, bufupunnpuiywl i tn, pudwuytl Ep pninn
hGnnwuwnwpuytpniejntuutphu: Upgbie Yuwp win dhdp gnyg
stnuwnL: Cwwntpp gnyg sinybghu: UGLp gniyg tinytghup win
dhdp W ninnuiyh thwfuwup Hwluwadnph wunwnutbn: Udpnne
Zwlupwwtwnniejwl hpwywywl hwdwywnpap JGy Ep thuinpnud:
hUsnt thwuwilp, Yunwligp UGS En, 2w UGS En, nLwd Bl hus
Yuipnn Ep (UG, hugwGu U Gnwy wju tniwphutph pupwgpenid

hJ UGpGuwU wintght wywnnunuwynid: Su wuwwpwnbh std,

Gu pwydwehy wywpwunnientuutn GU ynt, npnyhbuinl wjn
tnwnwwwuph, dwpwnnidutnph dwuwwwnphhlU ywpwuntentubtn
GU Gnt|l, pwig hhwnyt, punhwunp wndwdp nw hwnpwuwy tn
bwl: UGnd Uwpaujwuh, NnpGpun Enswpjwuh tnwphubphu Jtn
Yjwuph guny, U&np hwdwpawyntejwl 2unphhy atnp pGnwod
wywinnuejntlip whunh synpshy:
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NARINE AVETISYAN
Editor-in-Chief of «Lori» TV

| CONTINUE TO

STRUGGLE EVERY DAY




"l am Narine Avetisyan. At the beginning

| was a news anchor of "Lori" TV in
Vanadzor, and then | was a journalist,
later an editor of the newsroom, then the
editor-in-chief of the TV Company and
later co-founder-editor.

I've always tried to solve a problem. Living
in Vanadzor, of course, | visited many
countries in those years; | got quite good
education as a journalist. | graduated
from the CFPJ High School of Journalism
for political commentators in Paris, etc.

But | returned to Vanadzor. Why? Because
in my town, here in Vanadzor, | do not
consider | have solved all the problems

as a journalist to go to Yerevan. | have
always struggled, | have never worked
quietly.

Because despite the fact that the
authority changed in Lori Marz and
new governors came to head the Marz,
yet everyone wanted to close the "Lori"
Television Company. First of all, they all
wanted to create their own Media and
TV Company. And "Lori" TV was always
an eyesore to everyone. We struggled
against all this; we were closed and then
opened again. | continue to struggle
every day in order to stay and work.
Why should | live my life that way? |
regret these years. Who shall | demand
from everything | lost as a journalist,

as a regional journalist, who has never
betrayed her audience?

| also received a number of proposals
from the authorities. You know, they

told us to go with them, they promised

it would be great for us, we would have
everything. After all, we have refused and
given all that by ourselves at the same
time.

Nowadays, maybe there will be no such
pressure, but when the lights are turned
off and the TV studio is full of unknown
strangers it's awful. The operator
whispers in my ears: "Run away."

| say: "What's going on, what's up, why
should I run away?" And he answers:
"Run away, they've come to you, they
want to catch you.”" And in the darkness
our workers threw me out of the window.
Our building had a height of about one
and a half floor. Can you imagine it? |
faced pressures many times.

| can even say that in 2008 it was
horrible when we broadcasted Levon Ter-
Petrosyan's film. The film was prepared
by "A1 +" TV Company and spread
among all the TV companies. It was a
pre-election film and it was prohibited to
show that film. Many TV Companies did
not show it; perhaps most of them did
not show.

We broadcasted the film and ran away
into the forests of Vanadzor. The entire
law enforcement system of the Republic
was looking for us. Yes, we ran away.
But why did we do that? Because the
danger was great, perhaps it was huge.
Everything was possible.

Like many times in these years, they
broke my car, burned it in my garage. |
am not invincible; | have suffered many
defeats, because those ways of suffering
and wrestles were defeats.

Of course, in general, it was a victory. The
freedom we gained by dint of our lives
even during the times of Serzh Sargsyan,
Robert Kocharyan, is a victory. We
managed to keep this freedom somehow
due to our courage, did not we?"
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Juy dwjpuyni pyuit Guwifuwiguih

JgRELUL CcUS UEBO
UrUGNMaSUUR RCES
LR dry, FUSS3 BU
SCh3U 2CUMNagde3n




«Bu Lhuw Ywpwwtunjwugu

GU thwutnwpwl, pwnwpwgh, i
hpwjwwwzwnww, ypu, dwjn, Uh fjunupny
2w inwpptp nhubnpndutpny wua:

Cu hhznwd BU, Gpp Jwuywuwwpunbynid
GnGluwutnhg UGUHU wywwndGint hwdwn
nwuwwnntu upwl thwyt| Ep Unie
wGunpwpwuntd, (nyult wuowwnt| En, Nt

nuw hud ypw 2wwn Juwn tp wynt: <hantd
GU, nn Gpp hus-np unnignn funtdp Gywy,

nt fununwd Ehu GpGluwutGph Jwupu, Gu
wuwgh, N nujwyp Annp hwys; Ep u
fudpwygh ypw: hud hwdwn nu 2wwn
Jhpwynpwywl En: L6wnn ntunigsnthp,
hhwnyt, ujutig nbuynptuhy UGennutn
Yhpwnt| hd bljuwwndwdp, pwjg Gu sth ynontd:
Uhusu hpdw £ Gu wjuytu lnuywynpywd
GU: Zh2nwd BU Gu yhpwynpwd Eh Uh
ntwpnd wju pwup hwdwn, np hu
nuyGnpnop thwytghU U Ujnwu nGuwpnd np
wyuyntpntup, &2dwpunntentul wubju
wjnuwhuh nGyptuhwutph hwugtgntg: Gu
wjU dwdwuwy £ hwdwnt| GU, np dh2win GU
wnG, hhdw £ hwdwnpntd BU, np 2uwiwn &hpwn
GJ wpb: Yw Gpuh hngGyhdwy £,np nnt pn
Yjwupp stu wywwnyGpwgund wj Yepw, pwl
niph2UGNHU oqUEINY: Gu Ywnponid GU Gt
dwpn ntup h yGpnwuwn nid, wuyw bw yhwnh
Uhuyh wyn ndny:

Lw wtwp £ nipph2uGphu ogunwywn |huh:

L sGu Yupnn nw Jhwju pby hwdwnp
ogunwgnndt|: rw wyupy sk UjuwGu, huswtu
nn Jwpn ntuGuntd £ (wy awju nt ypuynid

£ hp Awjuny npwtu Gnghs Yud nluGuntd k£
Gpwd2unntentu gpGint tnwnwun, pwjg dvhwju
hnp hwdwp pwpentu sh ujwantd, bw Yhuyntd
E hp wn ywunwpnnwywl wpytbuwnny
nLph2utph hwn:

Eu aununid GU, np hpuwiguwww2nwwlingejniup
wythutn vwutwahwnwgywd bwl
hwunwpwuntentup niph2uGphu

oqUG|nL hwdwn BU: Swin Aupndutn

GU Gnt|, puytGpwywu hnpnnphg Uhusu
ninhn uywnuw|hputn, np phypluwtu
ynsuswgutl: Ophuwy, Uwphuw Mnnnujwuh
annény, hhznd BU ninhn uwywnUwhputn
GU unwgt| Uhounpnwynpywd: hua
inGntywgnt| Gu, np sbuntd Uwnphuw
Tnnnujwuh JGpGuwl, nphnyhGwnl hptu

yGpwgutnt Gu: bpp hpGug pwph Ywdph
npuunpnd wub| Gu, et s6U nwynd, hUa £
Juwu ywwndwnb|, hua £ yjwuphg ynyai:

Bu ninnwyh wwuwwnfuwltgh, nn Gt
0,0001% 2wuu Yw, np hu ubpyuwntentup
JGpGuwnd hus-np UEYHU Yyuwh, Gu
UuwntGnt GU Minnnujwuh UGptuwlu b
pub|nt GU wjn UGpGuwnd: ‘Yewp t Gnby,
nn UGpEUw GU p26| huad ypw: @npotphg
JGyny UGn tnwl Untnwiuijpnid UGptuwu
2w UGo wpwantejwdp wugwy: Bu
dwlwsbgh Ubptuwu: UGpGuwl pwwn UEd
wnwignejwup p2tig hua ynpw: Fujg nw
wnntUu wpdwluwuwwwnyniejwl fuunhn tn,
ghwntp, Gu ninnwyh intinhgu s2wndytgh:
UGpLtuwjhg nnipu GYwU UEp hwywnwy
Ynnuhg Gpynt pwpadpwhwuwy tinnuidwnn
Nt wuwghU. «Lwy, nnt tu fus nntfu ntutu, np
sGu Juiutunud, UGpGuwl | Bup p2nid, sGu
Jwiubunwi»: Uuwgh nt hhdw tn w, whwh
Jnjw tnwutp:

<G quw, htn bwhwuet] syw, nhnyhGunl
Gnpup h yGpnwuwn inpdwd nid yw, npp nnt ywd
ywnquwgunwd Gu, wd sGu ywpgquwaguntd:
Lnyu ybpwy, Ywnontd BU, wu Jwnpnhy,
nyptn h ytpniuwin suynid BU nidbn b
nwuwnhwnpwyynd GU wnwtu: Su yuponwd
GU hU puinwUhph gnpdnlp 2w UGs k
EnGl: FEwEwn Jwulwaghwnniejwdp pninpp
pdh2yutp Gu Gnk|, UGS Jwup pdhayutn,

Uh Jwup Eynundhuwnutn, pwjg utn
nunwuhpntd yGpwptpdniupu winwhupu £
GnG| nnt whwnh |hUGu nétn nt whuinh ogutu
pN Ynnphunl: Uhaw £ wjnwtu tnb:

Cwuwn ndjwn hpwyhdwyutp Gu BnGl, pwwn
ndywn: &nG| GU Jwpnyuwjunptu nawn
hpwyhdwlutin, npintnhg Yupnnwgt tup
NNLNU gw| wnpdwlwwwwnhy, wuynunpned,
nntfuny, hwytuny:

Bu wuwwnpunbh GU hd uGpphu nidny,

hu puwnwlihpny, hU gnpopuytputipny,

hu phuwyhgutpny, hd puytputpny,
hnnny, opny, Lwjwuwnwuny, wpfuwnhny,
nhGytppny wUtU husny wliwywnubih
EJ, npnnyhGwnl Gpp nntwyupy Gu, Gpp

pn Llywunwyutpu wyuhy U, wdtu

hus pty wewlygnid £: PUswGu wunwd GU
Awywwnwaghpu oquntd £ pby»:
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NINA KARAPETYANTS

President of «<Helsinki Association
for Human Rights» NGO

THE CAR DROVE ON ME
WITH AN AWFUL HIGH
SPEED, BUT | DID NOT
MOVE FROM MY PLACE




"I am Nina Karapetyants, an advocate, a
citizen, a human rights defender, a woman,
a mother, in a word, a person with many
different functions.

| remember when our nursemaid in the
kindergarten closed one of the children in
a dark toilet to punish, she turned the lights
off and it had a very bad effect on me. |
remember when a group exercising a check
arrived and they talked with children, | said
that our nursemaid had closed the door on
one of my group members. For me it was
very offensive.

Then the nursemaid, of course, began to
apply repressive methods to me, but | did not
regret what | had done. I'm yet so impressed.
| remember being offended in one case for
they have closed my friend in a dark room
and, in the other case that honesty and
telling the truth led to such repressions.

| then thought that | did the right thing, and
now | consider it to be right. It's probably a
mental status that you cannot imagine your
life otherwise than by helping others. | think
if a person has a power given from above,
he/she ought to share that power with
others.

He /she must be useful to others. You cannot
just use it for yourself. It is not fair. Just as a
person has a good voice and shares his/her
voice as a singer or has a talent of music,
but does not play solely for himself /herself,
he /she shares his /her performing art with
others.

| find that human rights protection and
advocacy as a more narrowly specialized
direction are for helping others. There were
many pressures. There were also threats
and pressures. Honestly, we had to deal
with many threats from friendly "advice"

to straightforward threats that they will
physically destroy me.

When | was dealing with the case of Marina
Poghosyan, | recall that | was directly
threatened with mediation. | was warned
not to sit into Marina Poghosyan's car

because they planned to kill her. And as a
manifestation of their "good will" they said
they did not want to harm me and deprive
me of life too.

| simply answered that if there was a
0,0001% of chance that my presence in
the car would restraint someone from doing
awful things, | would sit on Poghosyan's

car and sleep in that car. During various
cases threats concerning even my life were
addressed to me.

Even a car was driven on me. A car drove
past our house with a very high speed. |
recognized the car. The car drove on me with
an awful high speed. But it was already a
matter of dignity, you know, | just did not
move from my place. Two tall men came out
of the car and said, "Well, what a courage
do you have that you do not fear? We even
drove a car on you, but you're not afraid.” |
said, "Yes, you have what you have. You have
to withstand me!”

No going back, no hesitating, because
probably there is a power sent from above
that you either develop or not. In the same
way, | think there are people who are born
strong and are brought up in the same way.

| think my family has played a great role.
Though nearly all they are doctors - most of
them are doctors and some economists - but
in our family the attitude was like following -
you have to be strong and help the others. It
has always been so.

We faced many difficult situations, they were
really very difficult. There were humanely
difficult situations which we managed to
overcome with dignity, in an irresistible
manner, with courage and good mood.

| am invincible. What makes me invincible is
my inner strength, my family, my colleagues,
my teammates, my friends, the earth, water,
Armenia, the world, the universe. | am
invincible with everything | have, because
when you are honest, when your goals are
honest, everything supports you. As it is said
- destiny helps you.”
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«Gu Ubpindw Ohwuowujwul GU: Upntu 10 tnwph £,
hus ypwnynid GU hwpdwunwuntejntu ntubgnn wudwug

fuunhputpny:

Epp 7 mwpGywu Eh b yEwnp £ hwdwuth hwupwihu nupng, Utn
hwduwjupw|hU snpu nunngutnp spunntutghu hud, nhnyhGunl

Gu nlUGh hw2dwlnwunieniu: Gu wy hh2nd U dwjphyhu htun
nwnngh tnnuonptGuh utUjwyh wnwe Ywuguwd Lhup, Gnp tnuoptuu
wlgwud sguwuywguwy uniuhuy pwgwuwnpnie|ntu tnw| Jwjphyhu,
et husnt Gu s6U Yupnn unynpt hwupwyppwywlu nunpngntd:

Swphubp wug nbEntywguwup, Nnp Lwjwunwund UGpnNYL| £
UEpwnwywu Yppenientup: Gu wnweohu 10 GpGluwutphg UGHU GU
NG, npn UEpwnwywU Ypentpentu GU unwgtb):

2008 pywywuhu dwjnpu hhdbwnnptg yuwydwytpwntentunp,
nnh bwywwnwyu Ep wowygt| hwdwlunwdnientu ntutgnn
GpGluwutnhu W bupwug GUanbnhU‘Unung Jwuwunnigbiny
hwduwjupwjhu dwnwjntpntubtn, pwuh np wju dwdwuwy

Uh phg wybh pwpn Ehu hpuypdwyuGnp b wiyBih Yup npw
Yuiphpp: Fwjg Gpynt tiwph wug dwjnu hhyuwunwgwy,

U nGYwywnpnientuu wugwy hd Atnpn: 2016 pywywunpu

JGn ywunuwnpntentup yGpwudpwanytg, b nwpawup
hpwywww2unujwu, nhny UEUp jupnnwgwup wnpnbu wwwhnyt|
wygw|hu dwywpnwyny hwzdwlnwuntentu ntutgnn wuawug
hpwyntupubph yw2unwwlntpjntun:

auznidutph hwunhwt| 64, Gpp np 2014 pwlwluhlb wnweohu
wlugwd pwgytg hwpdwlunwdntentu ntuGgnn wuawlg
hpwyntuputph (ntuwpwudwU wnwohU pingp Lwjuwunuwuntd:
Cu q|fuwynp judpwahpu th, bW hwupwwGunwyuwu tnwpptn
dwpJuphuutbp 2wwn Ehu ywugnid, 6 wju hnnywdp hGnwgnpnt,
nntp &n2wn stp UGuwpwunid W wju: UWugqwd UGp hwpywjpu
ownuwjnientuny Gu hnpadtL| funspunnunt| tnwpptp autpny.
NGl GU thnpn, UhohU dupnwdutbn: L6Ug wdBuwuyyphg npuk
pwgwnntejntl s6up wnt|, npuk ynduypndhuh sGup guwgt|, W
hpGup hwuywgwu, np wuogntun £ UGy UG p:
Zwdwlunwuntp)ntu ntubgnn wuahup uwu, npnup hptup Gu
hnGug wnwuaubwgunid hwuwnpuwyntejntuhg bW uwywuntd Gu, Nn
pninpU hpGug Unuintuwl, wutlu wph, UGpwnyh hwuwpwyntejuwu
Ut9: Pwjg wyn gnndpupwgp Gpyntuintp £ 50-50:

50% wtinp & pn ynnuhg gwlynipniu |huh, 50%
hwuwpwyntejwu ynnuhg, junwywnpniejwl ynnuhg,

nn RGY wowlgtu, npwGuyh nnit hupn junpnnulwu pty
YEpwywlgUut] pt wluwnwlpw)hu gnpépupwgnid, et
Yppwywl hwdwywnpgnid: Uwpnnt dGo Gnwd guuyntentuu

E wdGUwywnpunpp: et Jwpn Uh pwl gwuywguwy, wdtu
YGpw hwuund £ npwu: Brt Uh pwl «uunhp» £ ynsynid, wuww
wU |noG N £ BY wjuintn hus-np pwl wuwywignigbint ywnphp
syuw: Ttw nwnund £ pGy hwdwnp nnadw, U nntnpw hwdwn Gu
wwjpwnnid: Ntnnwiyh ywjGLhp Yjuwupl hugwtu np Gus:
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SERYOZHA OHANJANYAN
President of "EKHO"
Disability Rights NGO

WE DID NOT GO TO ANY
COMPROMISE AND SO THEY
UNDERSTOOD THAT THEIR
ATTEMPTS TO HAMPER OUR
WORK WERE USELESS



"I am Seryozha Ohanjanyan. | have been dealing with issues of
people with disabilities for already ten years.

When | was 7 years old and had to attend a public school, our

four community schools did not grant me admission because | had
a disability. | remember quite well when | stood with my mother

in front of the director's office waiting to enter the room but the
director did not admit us or even explain to my mother why |
cannot study at a public school. Years later we learned that inclusive
education was introduced in Armenia. | was one of the first 10
children to receive inclusive education. And thanks to inclusive
education, | started attending a public school at the age of 11.

In 2008, my mother founded an organization to support children
with disabilities and their parents by providing them with community
services because at that time overcoming their problems was a little
more complicated and people with disabilities needed that kind of
support more.

But two years ago my mother got sick and the leadership passed

into my hands. In 2016, our charter was re-edited and we became
human rights defenders, which provided us the possibility to secure
the protection of the rights of persons with disabilities at the national
level.

| faced pressures when the first blog covering the rights of people
with disabilities was opened in Armenia for the first time in 2014. |
was the editor-in-chief, and many republican authorities were calling
me telling to exclude this or that article, saying that we did not
comment correctly, and so on. They tried to hamper in various ways
even through our tax service; yes, we faced small and medium scale
pressures. We did not make any exception from the very beginning,
we did not go to any compromise and so they understood that their
attempts to hamper our work were useless.

There are people with disabilities who separate themselves from
society and are expecting everyone to approach them, to help them,
get included in the society. But this process is 50-50.

50% should be your desire, 50% should be the help offered by the
public, the government to support you so that you can re-establish
yourself both in the work process and in the education system.

A person's desire is the most important thing. If a person wants
something, he/she would do it in any way. In my opinion, if
something is called a problem, it is solvable. And there is no need
to prove anything here. It becomes a dogma for you, and you start
struggling for it. Just enjoy life as it is.”
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«hd wuntut Upw Mwpwag)nyjwu £ Bu thwunwpuwl
GU U hpwdwuww2unwwl: Lpwnynid GU Jwpnnt
hpwyntupubph wyw2unwuwuniejwdp: Lhdbwywunid
pptwywwnuwnnnuyuwl hhduwpyuGpnd dwpnnt
hpwyntuputph nuinbwhwpJdwu ntGwptnpny Gu
ypwnynd b bdwlwunhw nwunwywu ypngtuutpnud
nwwunwywu yuw2unwwuntpntu G hpwywuwgunid
puwnwpwghutnh hwdwn: Uwuynig 6GU wjn ninhu
uhnt|: Epp wuwnpnuwnnte)ntu G inbub, stU
ywpnnwgt| hwdwytpwyt| wjn wuwnpnwnntpjuwu
hGwn: Enpp punniuytbgh hwdwuwpwu, wywnpuntgh,
nnn2t6gh, np bwifu ppGwywl hpwyntuph ajntnny
wGuwp £ quwd, uwpnnwuwd wjn wuwpnwnpntpjntuphg
duwpnyuiug Yjwuptp thpyti: Entp Gd wyinhyhuwn

U wjnwntnhg uyuwsd wuwpnwnpntentuutph nGu

GU wywjpwntG W Upus opu yuwjpwnnid U, pGwGun
JBp wju w2uwunwuph pupwgpntd 2wwn ndywn,
fupphU Awlbwuwwnhubp Gup wugb|: Fwjg wtwp k£
hpwywuww2unuwwll wjn gnpdntutnte)ntul uyutbnig
hwulywuw, et hus ninny Lw wtwp £ qguw U hus
naywnniejntuutnh wtwp £ hwunhwh: Epp guntd

Gu ppEwywunwpnnuywu hhduwny wjuwyhuh Uh
wuadh wyw2wnwwuntejwu hwdwn, npu punntuwo

sE hwuwpwyniejwl ynnuhg, win hhduwnpyh
w2fuwwnwyhgutnpu nt yentnpp ywppGpwpwn thnpand
GU hUa hGw junutinig &uznid gnpdwnpt] wubny, pt
Uw Ny £, np wywwnuwlnd Gu: Uw hngbpwlwywl
AUpnud E: Lnyu «Uwubw dntp»-h gnpony Gpp
ypwnynud th, pwydwpehy duzniutn BU GnGl, pGU
JBUp Epptp sEUp pwpadpwdwjutb|, pwjg nw Gnt E: Ujn
anpdtpny tnG| GU uwywnUw| hpubp Lwl WEnwywu
dwnupuutph ynndhg, np sypwnytlp wjn gnnotnny:
Uwywju nw npukt pwt sEn Lpwbwynid: UBUpR, h
yGpon, dwnpnnt hpwyntupubph ww2unuwwunte)ntu
Gup hpwywuwguntd, ns G hUs-Nnn hwugwanndp
ww2unujuwuntejniu: LUwlwwnhw duzndutpp Gu
hwnrwhwnt GU: MGwnp sk puydyt: Pud ypw hugpwl
Alpnid GU gnpownnnid, Gu wjupwl nid GU utnwuntd’
wwjpwnbnt wjn wuadh fuwfuinywd hpwyntuputnh
hwdwp: 26U Jupénid npuk &Uznid hua Jnpw Yuynh:
Lwnnn k£ ns pninp nuwinwywl wypngbulbpnud

GU npwywl wnpnjntuph hwuuntd, pwjg hus-nn
huauhg Ywfuywd £ nphwbu thwunwpwu, npuytu
hpwywuww2unwwu, wntb], wunwd nt2wpnitbwyGnte Gu
wub»:
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ARA GHARAGYOZYAN

Human rights defender
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HE MORE THEY APPLY
RESSURE ON ME,
HE MORE | GAIN

HE POWER TO FIGHT



"My name is Ara Gharagyozyan. | am an advocate and
human rights defender. | mainly deal with cases of human
rights violations in penitentiary institutions and implement
judicial protection for citizens in such judicial proceedings.
| have been interested in this sphere from the very young
age. When | saw injustice, | could not put up with that
injustice. When | was admitted to the university and
graduated from it | decided that | should choose criminal
law to save people's lives from that injustice. First of all |
was an activist in any political or civil matter. From these
initiatives on | have been struggling against injustice

and my struggle keeps on going so far, though we have
had difficult and challenging path during our work, we
have come across difficulties. But a human rights activist
should understand the direction he/she is to go and what
challenges he/she should come across.

When | visit a penitentiary institution for the protection of
a person who is not accepted by the public, employees
and senior officials of the institution regularly try to apply
pressure on you telling you that the person you are going
to protect is not worth of being protected.

It is also a form of psychological pressure. When | was
dealing with the case of "Sasna Tsrer" there were many
pressures, though we never mentioned it, but it was:
There were threatening by the state bodies concerning
these cases; they warned us not to deal with those cases.
But that did not ultimately, implement human rights
protection and not protection of a criminal.

| have overcome such pressures. You should not be
depressed.

The more they apply pressure on me, the more | gain the
power to fight for the violated rights of that person. That
is, | do not think any pressure will ever affect me. You get
immunity and you do not pay attention to such pressures
in future. Maybe | do not win all the judicial processes, but
| do my best as an advocate, as a human rights activist. |
have always done like that and will always do. Ultimately,
we will achieve that people’s violated rights will be
restored.”
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«Gu UnpGu Uypwng jutl GU: hU ng

wuwnwnpptn yhdwyp gwhu £ dunnutphu
tinywd nwunhwnpwyntpe|ntuhg: cu
nwuwinhwpuwyntejwu Jdte yupunpnd GJ wju
Yndwnutuwnp, Gpp dunnutpu wpnwnniejwu
yagwgnnnientu GU uGpdwunwd GnGluwh Ute:
ZEBUg wnwntnhg £ duynid, nt hus-np uh wjo
hGunwagwnid [huntd &, np wpnwnnigjwlu win
yaguwgnnntejntup ujup ywnntnutn nnwi, U nnt
nwnUwu pwnwpwgh:

EJ wn Ywj ol hud hwdwn Uw2wnngh ynipwyh
wuwijpwnu tp: hua hwdwnp Jdh npwa Y,

nn Gu GppGp s6U Unnww: Ujn wywhu hua
hwJwp pGynidbwihb Gnwy: Sniguwpwnutnhg
Uty Uh wnohy, wwnytt tnp peruwnwnh

WU hwwnyduwond, npintn JUGpGuwl wybunp &
nwwnwnytn ywunpwuwnh pGunnnut 2wnwifun:

Lw wwnytb En win hwwnywonid uw pnuiynid
En. «FEnNNUND Ynwuinwnytp, pwig dhwju hua
Jpw»: Gu htunwaguwjnd (nG, puwywuwpwn,
wnntEU pninpu hd puytputnu BU) wjn wneywu
winwbtu £ syuwpnnwigw gwnub] LWunyupuy

Gpp lmGuwlnetnUu Eh nhunnd, wjnwtu

EL wn hwwnywdp sunpnnuigw gunutbi nt
2unphwyuwinientu hwjwnut hpGu, nhnyhtunlw
Uw hd Jdto pnppnptg wuwjpwnh Yhppp:

Uw2wnngh wynipwyh ywjpwnhg uhusl 2018
ryuwlywll pnujwd dwdwlwwhwunywonid
Uh 2wnpp ywpunp hpwnwnpantenuutn

nGnh ntubgwl, npnup huad hwuntbwgphu,
npwtuyh Gu ywug unwuwd Sphanpjuu
Unutuhg pungnyytint win «Utndhnp Ukpdhu»
Lwfuwadtnunientund U wjn thnpp fudph
Unphyh Uh dwup UG

2018-h lPwy2|jw hEnwhnuntentll whpwal
nwpwoytg dwpytbph ypw nt Gu GpGuwih
UdwU nipwfuwunid £h, Gpp inGuund £h, np

hU hwpwywwn pwnupnid hu suunuwyuwn
UjwyGpnpnd dwpnphy nnipu 6U GYGL wuwjpwnh
nL thnnngutbpu Gu hwynid, Gpyweqghodu Bu
thwynd: &y Bu ytpowwbu hwuywguw, nn
wnnGu tnwup tnwnph wug wjn yupdpwunhwn
ynunpyL| E bwl dwpyGpnd: Uwpnhy nnipu Ehu
gwhu wywjpwnh, bW nw 2ww Yuwpunp Ep: w
hwnrwuwyh gpwywywuutphg tn:

hUs yGnpwpbpnid £ aUpnidUGphu auzndubph
pnyny Uh2wn GU wugl|: Luwnyuwwtu
2015 pqwlwlhg «EGYunphy Gplwy

Uwjuwatbnuntejwl dcwdwuwyutnphg: huy SOS
TV-h cwdwluwy wdtu hwennpn pnnwnpyntdhg
hGunn UGUup uywunid thup, nn Yhwjnuythup

Jepwytunwuwgdwl pwdwudntupnid, nt

wn YGuuwyGpwp unnhwtyg, np ywju wuywdlu
ninnuiyh pliwglgyh Utp nintnutnhg:

2ghwntu nw (wy k, pt wwn, puwjg nw thwun
E: Bu Uh wnhpny wut| GU 2018-hU thnnng
nnLpu gwntg wnwe Uty wuntd Ehu, nnp UGy
YyoLoEU thnnngubpnud: UGup dtoytghup, puwig
sypGghup hwdwywnpah wnwe: UGy wunwd
Ehu yototu Abp puinwuhph wunwdutphu,
JGUp nnipu Gwlp wuwjpwnh punwuhph
wunwdutnph htwn Jhwuhu:

UjuhUpl puinwilihpn b Gthynid £ upngtuh
JE9o nLnnt huntbhuntbun Gu AGnp pGpnd wijn
Aupnudutph, uywnuwhputph W wjup
uywwndwdp:

Ey huywuwbtu, Bu b hd puytputphg 2wwntpp
hwuntu Lwjwutnwuh Lwlupwwtunntejwl
wwwinpwuwn Gup GnGp UGn puunnwuhph
wunwdutphu, UGn wdbwdwnbphd
Jwpnywug, UGn hwpwywwnubnphu nutnt
ynhwutGnwuhU: Uw 2wwn untpjGyuinpy puywnd
E: Sntpwipwls intpu hp UEYuwpwuntentul
ntUh. npn2UGNU punnuntd 5U, npnautpp ns:
Fuwjg Gu Uh2wn wub| BU, np uhpwhwpywd

GU Lwjwuwnwuh LwlupwwGunntejwul
wudlbwgnpn: 6Y hwuntb UGn wyGunniejwu
wwwinpwuwn GJd bwl ypyytp wdtu hushg:
®nnng nnLpu guwnNt wWwwnuwuuwuwwnyntpntu
Jw: Bu, wdtU wugwu thnnng nnipu gwhu,
wlywiupwuhg, et Utn phpwiup nnu

£, ywuwnpwuwn BU BN wdBuwwnwpptbn
ynpnwuwnltph, wdElwwnwnpbp ypywuputph
wnnnontentuhg Uhusl w2uwuinwup: Uhusu
wluguwd hwpwywwunutnphu yuwu nwiy:

Pusnl: NpnyhGwnl hwywnwy wywpwguwjnid
nwnuntd Gu jungth: By Gpp hwdwywnpgu
wnjwun hnunp ygunwunt bdwu yognid &, ygnd
£, np nntpuypynid Gu, nnt fungth tntntn
ntLUGu, www nnt wudhowuwbu swfuowfuynid
Gu, ywnpunywo Gu: By bwfunpn uhuntup
hGug wnwtu £ w2fuwwnnd En: Pnpanid £n
tnwnptp ninnnientuutphg U Gpp gunund En
nknp, nnt wudheowwtu gwfuowuynid Ehp win
hwuwunywohg: UlfungGh [huGnt apwywywlp
nw £ wwiinpwuwn |hUGL ypyyGint wd Bl hushg
wdGbwpwuyhg»:
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AREN MKRTCHYAN

activist, Assistant to the Prime Minister of RA

| AM IN
THE REP
OF ARM

LOVE WITH
UBLIC
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EVERLASTINGLY



"I am Aren Mkrtchyan. My non-indifference
comes from my parents' upbringing. In the
upbringing | emphasize the component
when parents instill a sense of justice in the
child. Something will surely happen in the
future which will make the sense of justice
bear fruit and make you become a citizen.

And that spark for me was the Mashtots Park
Movement. There is an episode for me that |
will never forget. That moment was a turning
point for me. One of the demonstrators, a
girl lay under the truck, where the truck had
to empty the prepared concrete grout.

She lied down on the ground and shouted:
"You will empty the concrete, but only on
me." | have not been able to find this girl

for a long time (of course, many of the
demonstrators of those days are now my
friends), and even when | was watching the
videos over and over again, | could not find
that part and thank her for she inflamed the
passion in me to struggle.

During the period from Mashtots Park
Movement up to 2018, a number of
important events took place that matured
me so that | could get a call from Grigoryan
Armen to be included in "Reject Serzh”
initiative and be part of that small group
core.

The Velvet Revolution of 2018 widespread
across the marzes and | was delighted like a
child when | saw that in my hometown - in
Alaverdi - people came out and closed the
streets, blocked the railway. And at last |
realized that ten years later that stereotype
was broken also in marzes. People were
coming out to struggle and it was very
important. It was the guarantee of victory.
As for pressures, | have always been under
pressure. Especially since 2015, during the
initiative called "Electric Yerevan". And as for
the period when | was with SOS TV, after
each program we waited for being taken to
the resuscitation department, and that way

of life made us forget what fear is. | do not
know whether it's good or bad, but that's a
fact.

On one occasion, | said that before coming
out the street in 2018, we were told we
would be beaten on the streets. We were
beaten, but we did not bend down before
the system. They told us our family members
would be beaten and we went out to
struggle with our family members.

That is to say, your family boils in the process
and you get immunity to those pressures,
threats, and so on.

And indeed, | and many of my friends were
ready to put our family members, our closest
people, and our relatives in the altar for the
sake of the Republic of Armenia. This is a
very subjective perception. Everyone has
his/her own interpretation. Some accept it,
others do not. But | have always said that

| am in love with the Republic of Armenia
everlastingly. And for the sake of our state |
am ready to lose everything.

There is a responsibility to go out into the
street. Every time | go out into the street, no
matter what our target is, | am ready for a
variety of losses, for harsh privations - from
health to work and even up to causing harm
to my relatives.

Why? Because otherwise you become
vulnerable. And when the system feels
like a flock the smell of your blood, it feels
like you're falling apart, you have a lot of
vulnerabilities, and you are immediately
defeated, you get the worst of it.

And the previous system was working just
that way. It tried from different directions
and when it found your weak place, you
were immediately fired from that part. The
guarantee of being invulnerable was to be
ready to be deprived of everything dear to
you."
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